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Pierre Cardin, the first fashion brand into China after its doors opened, just finished its 2009 Spring/ 
Summer show in Shanghai. The brand is striking back to reclaim the Shanghai market in a bid to “renew” 
its image. Page 4 
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Safety campaign targets food additives 


By Han Manman 

Beijing quality authorities will begin a 
local enforcement campaign to stamp out 
use of industrial additives in locally-pro- 
duced food. The move is a cooperation with 
the city’s Food and Drug Administration, 
and will be followed by a four-month safety 
campaign by the central government, 

The campaign, conducted by nine 
central government departments, is the 
country’s latest move to prevent another 
tainted-milk scandal and restore con- 
sumer trust. 

“The tainted-milk scandal exposed the 
use of illegal materials in food products. 
The use of non-food substances are not 
isolated incidents. Instead, they are typical 
of the industry,” Chen Xiaohong, vice min- 
ister of health said during a national tele- 
conference in Beijing. “If these problems 
are not solved, food scares will recur.” 

The minister said the campaign will 
be split into three phases, with companies 
first asked to perform internal checks over 
the next month. 


Authorities will spend two months 
inspecting producers of meat, dairy and 
other products rich in protein, deemed 
“high-risk,” and conduct market checks. 

The third phase will focus on stemming 
the supply of illegal food additives by tar- 
geting producers and punishing compa- 
nies that use such chemicals. 

Illegal chemicals identified in past 
domestic food scares will be among those 
targeted, including malachite green, a 
carcinogen used to treat fungal infec- 
tions in fish, and the carcinogen Sudan 
red, Chen said. 

The results of the investigation will be 
released after its completion in March. 

The move comes amid efforts to 
address concerns both home and abroad 
over how the country is managing its 
worst food safety crisis in years. The Min- 
istry of Health said last week that six 
babies died and 294,000 infants had uri- 
nary complications from drinking infant 
formula contaminated with melamine, an 
industrial chemical. 


Besides the safety campaign on domes- 
tic foods, the country is stepping up its 
checks of foreign imports. 

The government’s quality supervisor 
said early this week that several foods 
imported from Europe and US were found 
to be unsafe. 

These products included chocolate from 
US, brandy from Italy, seasoning from 
Great Britain, dairy products from Spain 
and chocolate-containing food from Bel- 
gium, the General Administration of Qual- 
ity Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine 
(AQSIQ) said on its Web site Monday. 

All problematic products have been 
destroyed or returned without entering the 
domestic market, it said. The administra- 
tion asked all provincial Entry- Exit Inspec- 
tion and Quarantine Bureaus to enforce 
checks on such foods for the next 90 days, 
it said on its Web site. 

Experts said the government’s announce- 
ment shows it is becoming more transpar- 
ent and active in making the public aware of 
substandard products from overseas. 



The investigation will focus on food made 
by small factories, as their products are 
poorly regulated. ic Photo 


Tobacco companies 
pulled from 
charity award list 

By Huang Daohen 

The nation’s six top tobacco companies, 
which donated 963 million yuan to charity, 
have been removed from the 2008 China 
Charity Awards list due to protests from 
health departments, civil organizations and 
the Internet. 

On December 5, when the highest level 
charity awards were to be announced, the 
official Web site of the event organizer, 
the China Disease Control Center, posted a 
statement that it would remove all tobacco 
companies from its list. 

The Civil Affairs Ministry wanted to 
award the tobacco companies for charity 
activities, but all sectors of society are firmly 
opposed, the statement said. 

The ministry posted protest letters from 
four organizations, including the World 
Health Organization, on its Web site. 

The complaints and opposition were 
the deciding factor to oust tobacco compa- 
nies from the list, Wang Zhenyao, head of 
the Social Welfare and Charity Promotion 
Department at the Ministry of Civil Affairs, 
told a recent press conference. 

After the list of nominees was pub- 
lished in late November, many organiza- 
tions wrote to the Civil Affairs Ministry 
to question the selection and called on 
the organizing committee to disqualify the 
tobacco companies, Wang said. 

The ministry contacted the tobacco com- 
panies, and ensuing discussion led to the 
removal of tobacco companies - including 
the China National Tobacco Corporation, 
whose donation tops domestic firms with 
805 million yuan. 

The New Exploration Health Research 
and Development Centre, a non-govern- 
ment organization, was the first to write a 
letter to recommend the denial of awards to 
the tobacco companies. 

Giving charity awards to tobacco com- 
panies violates the Tobacco Control Frame- 
work Treaty and would do irreparable harm 
to the country’s international image, the 
letter said. 

WHO in China sent a fax to the Civil 
Affairs Ministry on December 4. 

Some overseas organizations will not 
accept donations from tobacco companies or 
other companies which are not environmen- 
tally friendly, said Pierre Miege, a sociologist 
at Beijing Normal University. 

Enterprises can be charitable, but compa- 
nies to be awarded must not harm the public 
through their operations, Miege said. 


Bird flu enters 
peak seasgm 


By Venus Lee 

In response to the outbreak of H5 
bird flu in Hong Kong, the Ministry of 
Health has taken precautions to pre- 
vent the nationwide spread of the pan- 
demic virus, and to remind the public 
to avoid handling dead poultry. 

According to the Information and 
Early Warning on National Public 
Health Emergencies issued by the min- 
istry, it is the peak season for respira- 
tory ailments like influenza. The risk 
of pneumonia of unknown origin and 
avian influenza infections in both poul- 
try and humans cannot be eradicated. 

Mao Qun’an, the ministry’s spokes- 
person, said people should reduce their 
contact with poultry, especially the 
dead, as much as possible. “This is 
the most effective way to prevent the 
spread of the virus to humans. The 
detection of any abnormal illness must 
be reported to related ministry depart- 
ments immediately,” he said. 

The Beijing Center for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention said the city has 
not been affected. Beijing established a 
complete epidemic surveillance system, 
and the epidemic situation is reported 
daily by 24-hour supervision stations. 

Three dead chickens tested positive 
for bird flu in Hong Kong, prompting 
the city to suspend poultry imports for 
21 days and cull 90,000 birds as of 
Tuesday. There has been no report of 
human infection. 

Hong Kong’s biggest bird flu out- 
break came in 1997, when six people 
died after the H5N1 virus made the 
leap from fowl to man. In response, the 
government culled all 1.5 million birds 
in the city. Authorities did the same to 
stamp out another outbreak in 2001, 
killing 306,000 birds from the markets 
and 951,000 from farms. 

Since 2003, at least 245 people 
around the world have died from bird 
flu, according to figures from the World 
Health Organization. 



The Environmental Hygiene Department disposing of all fowl suspected of having 
bird flu. IC Photo 
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First gold farming company 
goes legal in Wuhan 


By Annie Wei 

In the virtual world, China 
has long been known as the land 
of gold farms. 

Thousands of young people 
have worked illegally for these 
online farms, where a player 
“farms” items of value in the game 
for sale in real-world currency. 
Many farmers reported poor work 
conditions and long hours. 

But this week, a young man 
named Li Yang in Wuhan 
registered the country’s first 
legal “gold-farming” company: 
Liyang Internet Technology Ser- 
vice Company. 

Li, a graduate from Hua- 
zhong Agricultural University, 
used to have a stable job. His 
passion for the Internet and 
online games led his virtual cur- 
rency to surpass his yuan. 


By Han Manman 

T he Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate (SPP) con- 
firmed Wednesday that 
a Beijing CCTV reporter 
detained by Shanxi Province 
prosecutors is under investiga- 
tion for accepting bribes. 

It also said the Xinghualing 
District People’s Procuratorate 
in Taiyuan city, Shanxi, had 
jurisdiction over the case, and 
the SPP confirmed the report- 
er’s detention. 

The reporter, identified as Li 
Min, was taken from her home in 
Beijing by four plainclothes offi- 
cers sent by the Xinhualing dis- 
trict procuratorate last Thursday 
night. They entered her apart- 
ment claiming they were there 
to check for a floor leak. 

She was taken after inves- 
tigating whether Xinghualing 
prosecutors abused their powers 
while investigating a business- 
man, the Beijing Youth Daily 
reported Monday. 

A month ago, Li visited the 
Xinghualing district procurator- 
ate in Shanxi to cover an eco- 
nomic dispute. 

The procuratorate was 
reported to have favored a local 
businessman, and sent prose- 
cutors to arrest a Cantonese 
businessman surnamed Wu, the 
Beijing Youth Daily reported. 

According to Li’s pervious 
report, the prosecutors detained 
Wu several times on charges of 
bribery, contract fraud and false 
accusations, but he was released 
each time due to insufficient 
evidence. Wu was arrested in 
November. 

Shanxi prosecutors charged 
Li with accepting bribes: “a car 
worth about 200,000 yuan” 
from the younger brother of 
businessman Wu. The prosecu- 
tors said they were legally enti- 
tled to investigate Li. 

Li’s attorney Zhou Ze from 


He quit his job and per- 
suaded his parents to invest in 
his new gold-farming business. 

Li’s business was initially 
reported to the local Public Secu- 
rity Bureau (PSB) as an “illegal 
Internet cafe.” The PSB told the 
local Industrial and Commercial 
Bureau it was coaching business, 
not an Internet cafe. 

The local newspaper Changji- 
ang Times reported there are 
3,000 people in Wuhan working 
as online game coaches, with an 
average income ranging from 500 
to 2,000 yuan. Many people in 
the field are between ages 18 
and 25 and work more than 12 
hours per day. 

Wang Zhong, deputy manager 
of the Industrial and Commercial 
Bureau, said Li’s business license 
was granted to give his office 


Beijing-based Zhanda law firm 
went to Shanxi Wednesday to 
investigate. He said both the 
Xinghualing office and 
supreme procuratorate had 
broken the law. 

Zhou said the office was not a 
qualified investigator and should 
withdraw from the case. It was 
also inappropriate for the SPP 
to approve the detention as the 
district procuratorate had a con- 
flict of interest with the journal- 
ist, Zhou said. 

Zhou said the car cannot be 
called a bribe: it was given as 
a gift by Wu, whom Li is cur- 
rently dating. “As the brother 
is courting her, it is perfectly 
normal for her to accept a pres- 
ent,” he said. 

“The corruption charge is 
nothing but revenge,” Zhou said, 
adding that the local procurator- 
ate took advantage of the oppor- 
tunity, since Li slammed it in a 
prior report. 

Cao Shuchang, a lawyer of 
Beijing King & Capital Law firm, 
said, “It is reasonable for Xin- 
ghualing district prosecutors to 
arrest Li, since she was alleged 
to have [accepted a bribe],” 
Chao said, adding. “However, 
this journalist had a prior con- 
flict with the procuratorate, so 
it should not be the Xinhualing 
prosecutors handling the case.” 

“Current law only says indi- 
vidual inspectors or judges 
should avoid a case when they 
have a conflict of interest with 
the party. But there is no regula- 
tion which precludes the entire 
procuratorate from involve- 
ment,” Zheng Xu, a professor 
of China University of Political 
Science and Law, said. 

The higher level procurator- 
ate has the right to appoint 
another district procuratorate to 
handle the case, which would be 
more just, fair and transparent, 
Zheng said. 


access to trade information. 

The law did not forbid online 
coaching or gold-farming, so the 
bureau allowed Li his license to 
“see what happens,” Wang said. 

The paperwork with the 
bureau states Li’s business 
provides “Internet consultancy 
and technology services,” rather 
than “gold-farming or online 
gaming coaching.” 

Authorities said the company 
cannot hire workers under age 
16, and people from outside the 
city have to register a temporary 
residence with the local PSB and 
be guaranteed two days off work 
every week. 

Wang said although they did 
not regulate the work hours, 
they knew each employee worked 
eight to 10 hours per day. 

So far, Li’s company is the only 


one of its kind in the country. No 
similar company is registered in 
Beijing yet. 

Online game makers refused 
to comment, but many compa- 
nies have attempted to block the 
use of gold-farming services by 
stating in their End User License 
Agreements and Terms of Ser- 
vice that any and all game assets 

- from the player’s character to 
any items they may be carrying 

- remain the sole property of 
the company itself. 

Many have aggressively shut 
down any accounts found to be 
used for gold farming. 

Tao Hongkai, a professor 
from Huazhong Normal Univer- 
sity, opposed the license. Tao 
said it would only encourage 
children to play more and 
increase Internet addiction. 


Robin-hood Chinese 
New YeaKs Gala 
challenges CCTV 



The gala is casting. 


Photo provided by Shi Mengqi 


By Venus Lee 

CCTV’s Chinese New Year 
Gala, the nation’s most- viewed 
yearly TV event, will be chal- 
lenged by a grass-roots gala 
effort next year. 

Shi Mengqi, 36, is the initi- 
ator and director of the grass- 
roots gala. He calls his gala the 
“Shanzhai,” or Robin Hood, 
version. It is a hodgepodge of 
volunteer performers. He said, 
he intends to challenge CCTV 
because he is unsatisfied with 
its screening procedure, and 
said the gala is not designed 
for the ordinary viewer. 

“I was present at one 
of CCTV’s New Year Galas. 
The audience was nothing 
but high officials and rich 
people,” Shi said. 

He said many brilliant pro- 
grams were often cut. 

Directing the gala will give 
him a chance to see how difficult 
the job is, he said. Shi opened 
CCSTV.net (China Countryside 
TV) to attract attention from the 
online community. 

Ten volunteers with 
common interests joined him 
to form an organizing com- 
mittee to prepare for the gala. 
Their responsibility ranges 
from network technology, pro- 
gramming, quality auditing, 
arranging the gala site and get- 
ting equipment sponsorship. 
They will select interesting 
programs submitted through 
the Internet. 

So far, 700 people have sent 
demo videos since Shi began to 
prepare two weeks ago. 

Shi plans to arrange a 
three-hour show. The gala will 
be novel, heart-warming, 
funny and lively, but its most 
distinctive feature is approach- 
ability, he said. 

“We will invite performers 
to come to rehearsal before 
the live broadcast - if their 
demos meet our standards 
and they are free on New 
Year’s Eve,” he said. Shi hopes 
his “Robin Hood” gala will 
be attended by students and 
migrant workers. 

However, the performers 
and staff at the gala are not 
paid for their appearance. 
“One of my friends is willing 
to provide his hotel lounge for 
the gala, and we received some 
equipment from many volun- 
teers,” Shi said. 

He said the gala will be 
transmitted live via Internet in 
tandem with CCTV broadcast. 
There are several streaming 
media interested in coopera- 
tion. “We are still negotiating. 
Anyway, I think people will 
have more choices this Lunar 
New Year’s Eve.” 


Chongqing outsourcing, 
hires Indian guards 



Three guards from India patrol Chongqing Yangrenjie. Their uni- 
form includes an arm hand that says they will serve like Lei Feng, 
a resilient icon known for his selfless and modest spirit. Chongqing 
Economic Times reported each made 1,000 yuan per month. 

CFP Photo 


Shanxi prosecuters say 
CCTV reporter took bribes 
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After reform comes fashion 



By Gan Tian 

Pierre Cardin, a fashion brand that was one of the first to enter China after the country’s 
reforms, just finished its 2009 Spring/Summer show in Shanghai. The old brand is “striking 
back” in Shanghai to “renew” its image, Fang Fang, CEO of Pierre Cardin China, said. 


Jr # 




The designer organized China’s first fashion show in 1981. 


Bringing in fashion 

The brand, though well- 
known in China, has wavered in 
popularity the last 30 years. 

Over the last half century, 
Pierre Cardin has assumed every 
role: from visionary designer to 
tireless businessman. In China, 
he is sometimes mistaken for the 
French president. Aside from 
rethinking clothes, he also 
revolutionized transportation 
and environmental design. But 
China knows him best for his 
fashion brand. 

In 1970, Cardin presented 
dresses and coats with kimono 
sleeves and large round cut-outs. 
In 1978, the company entered 
China. He set up the first bou- 
tiques, and Cardin has had a 
market presence ever since. 

Cardin’s idea was deemed 
crazy, due in no small part to 
the stark reality he faced. Fash- 
ion and chic were long dismissed 
in China as bourgeois. Although 
the door was open, plain blue, 
green and black still dominated 
Chinese clothing. 

When it came to fashion, the 
China of the late 1970s was very 
much guarded against the kaleido- 
scopic outside world. Cardin’s bold 
move helped to unleash a long dor- 
mant enthusiasm for fashion. 

In 1981, Cardin purchased 
Maxim’s in Paris. He opened 


branches of the restaurant in New 
York, London and Beijing. 

Cardin’s great success in 
China is due in part to a woman 
named Song Huaigui, the gen- 
eral agent for Pierre Cardin in 
China and the manager of Max- 
im’s restaurant. 

Song met Cardin at an art 
exhibition in Paris in 1980, which 
began a 30-year working relation- 
ship. They brought China its first 
fashion show the following year. 

The agent business model was 
also brought to China by Pierre 
Cardin. It partnered with the local 
Tianjin Jinda Garment, which 
was expected to better under- 
stand the Chinese market. 

Jinda solidified Pierre Car- 
din’s reputation by opening shops 
in Tianjin. 

In the following years, the brand 
signed contracts with different 
groups and companies to sell the 
brand’s products according to dif- 
ferent lines. They were given the 
authority to design their own prod- 
ucts. After being recognized by 
Pierre Cardin, the products could 
be sold on the Chinese market. 

Wang Xu, 48, an office 
worker, remembered that his 
wife always bought Pierre Cardin 
pants and suits for him. “We 
never thought of it as fashion- 
able. We had to go to the office, 
and there were not many options 


for formal wear at the time,” 
Wang said. 

A fading business 

The brand struggled in 1990s, 
gradually losing its prestige. 

Agents did a good job in 
spreading the brand’s name all 
over the market its first few years, 
but the far reaching agreements 
gave agents too much power. 

The local designs lost the 
sense of unity Pierre Cardin’s line 
once had. “Many of the products 
were too commercialized,” Fang 
Fang, the present CEO of the 
company, said. 

Second, it never tackled Chi- 
na’s regional problems. There 
were too many agents all fighting 
for spots. 

Pierre Cardin has a collection 
of down coats, which sold well 
in northern China. Many agents 
fought to control the same region 
and lost Shanghai. 

“My wife thought these 
dresses were too ordinary in 
design, though good quality. So, 
she decided to look for other 
brands,” Wang said. 

Sensing the Chinese market is 
large and profitable, the world’s 
largest luxury fashion labels came 
running. 

Pierre Cardin has also com- 
peted with an avalanche of fake 
goods and falling profits. In 
March 2004, Chinese Industry 


and Commerce Bureau investi- 
gators shut down a showcase of 
fake Pierre Cardin products at the 
country’s International Clothing 
and Accessories Fair. 

Global fashion marketing 
Web site Just Style reported that 
the products, made by Chinese 
firm Italy Pierre Cardin, bore a 
nearly identical logo of the real 
Pierre Cardin, officials from the 
French company said. 

Italy Pierre Cardin, they said, 
had been the subject of an earlier 
trade ban. 

“After we filed a lawsuit, the 
Italy Pierre Cardin company, reg- 
istered in Hong Kong, should 
have ceased its activities,” Song 
said at the case. 

Song died shortly before the 
autumn and winter 2006/07 
fashion show, and Fang took over 
the business in 2005. 

Its chaotic agent system dealt 
a heavy blow to the brand’s image. 
Fang said when she took over 
the business in 2005, she felt its 
image was “a mess.” 

Striking back 

Now Pierre Cardin has some 
counters in Shanghai, where it 
sells only shirts, ties, bags and 
shoes. Fang said she intends to 
bring back the boutiques. 

“Actually, we had a base in 
Shanghai 10 years ago, but we 
lost the market by focusing on 



Pierre Cardin paid a visit to 
China in 1979. 


the north,” Fang said. 

Fang’s first struggle was to 
open a flagship to renew the 
brand’s image. 

“Because of the agent system, 
the company could not open a 
flagship shop in any area without 
challenging its agents’ profits,” 
Fang said. The company never 
had a flagship store anywhere, 
which Fang said hurt its image. 

“Unless all the agents agree 
that the company should open 
a flagship store and sign a con- 
tract with us, [it won’t happen],” 
Fang said. 

Fang organized the agents to 
meet Tuesday on this issue. 

Though facing a downturn, 
the brand still had an advantage 
in classic products. China Fash- 
ion Weekly conducted a survey 
on profits of fashion brands in 
the Beijing market last year. It 
showed that the top sales volume 
of male shirts was Pierre Cardin. 
It increased 8.53 percent over the 
same period in 2006. 

However, the female dress 
and other lines of Pierre Cardin 
showed nothing. 

Since Fang assumed her posi- 
tion, the company has held two 
fashion shows every year, at 
which it releases its newest prod- 
ucts. Fang also brought in a jeans 
and casual collection. “We want 
our consumers to see that Pierre 
Cardin can also be young and 
passionate,” Fang said. 

She also said there were prod- 
ucts imported from France, and the 
company exerts more control over 
the designs of its agents. “We want 
to put more Pierre Cardin style in 
these designs,” Fang said. 





December 12 2008 


US commerce secretary owes 
Chinese Americans an apology 


Presidential cabinet 
members are seldom 
without their critics, 
but the nomination of 
Bill Richardson as the 
US Secretary of 
Commerce has ignited 
the fury of an 
unexpected source: 
Chinese Americans. 



Bill Richardson named as Commerce Secretary last week. 




CFP Photo 


As many as 9,000 Chinese Americans 
have pledged their support to an online peti- 
tion protesting Richardson’s appointment in 
any cabinet position due to the New Mexico 
governor’s handling of the nearly decade-old 
case of Chinese American Wen Ho Lee, 
a former nuclear scientist at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. 

The group says that Richardson’s 
refusal to acknowledge having made seri- 
ous errors in the case makes it a moral 
imperative to oppose his nomination to 
Barack Obama’s Cabinet. 

“This was the major Chinese American 
civil rights case of the last 30 years,” Albert 
Wang, a California-based physician, said, 
“And there was a feeling among many 
Chinese Americans, particularly in Silicon 


Valley, that Richardson did a lot to pro- 
mote the notion that all Chinese Ameri- 
cans are potential spies.” 

The group has already gathered more 
than 9,000 electronic signatures pro- 
testing Richardson’s nomination as head 
of the federal department dealing with 
business and industry. 

Roger Hu, a 30-year-old Silicon Valley 
engineer who was an Obama delegate at 
the Democratic National Convention, has 
written an “open letter” to Obama and the 
transition team saying Richardson should 
not be nominated or confirmed for any 
Cabinet-level position. 

In the letter, which appears on his blog at 
notorich.blogspot.com, Hu said he became 
aware of the Lee case when he was about to 


enter his senior year at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

“Richardson’s actions were simply inex- 
cusable,” he said. 

Hu, Wang and well-known Chinese 
American human rights activists such as 
Henry Der plan to state in a new letter 
to Obama, as said at wenholee.org, that 
Richardson’s actions violated Lee’s right 
to due process by firing him without the 
required legal notice. It will also accuse 
Richardson of promoting Lee’s indictment 
when there was no evidence that he had 
engaged in espionage. 

Until Richardson apologizes for his 
actions, the group says, it will continue to 
oppose his nomination to the Cabinet. 

(San Joes Mercury News) 


Dialogue 


By Huang Daohen 

Beijing Today interviewed George Koo, a 
retired business consultant based in Detroit, 
Michigan and an organizer of the group pro- 
testing Bill Richardson’s nomination as US 
Commerce Secretary. 

Q: What was the original reason for 
your group’s fierce national campaign 
against Richardson? 

A: The move arose from the fact that 
Richardson never owned up to his respon- 
sibility in the case of Wen Ho Lee. Richard- 
son’s actions, to some extent, legitimized 
racial profiling. To this day, the FBI contin- 
ues to assert that ethnic Chinese are poten- 
tial spies for China. 

Those of us protesting the appointment 
are asking Richardson to disavow racial profil- 


ing as an accepted practice. He should do this, 
and he can do so by simply admitting he made 
an error in judgment. 

Q: Do you think your campaign will 
create tension between Latinos and Chi- 
nese Americans as Richardson is the 
highest ranking Latino appointee in the 
administration? 

A: The protest has nothing to do with 
Latinos and Chinese Americans. We applaud 
the appointment of the most talented and 
able men and women, regardless of ethnic- 
ity, to serve our country. 

However, so long as the Wen Ho Lee case 
is a blot on Richardson’s record, we chal- 
lenge the notion that he is among the most 
qualified to serve. 

Q: How many signatures do you 


expect your petition to get? 

A: We do not have expectations. The 
more people who join us, the more power- 
ful our voice will be. 

Q: Did you try to contact Richard- 
son himself? 

A: No, because we do not think it is neces- 
sary to do so. We do not believe him, and there 
is evidence showing he lied in Lee’s case. 

Q: How can you ensure that Obama 
reads your open letter? 

A: We will submit the petition to several 
members of Obama’s transition team. This will 
ensure that Obama will be aware of the material. 

Perhaps the Obama transition team is 
unaware of the baggage that Richardson 
carries. It is our duty to call this matter to 
its attention. 


Background 

In March 
1999, Wen Ho 
Lee was abruptly 
fired from his job 
as an atomic sci- 
entist at the Los 
Alamos National 
Laboratory in 
New Mexico, on 
the grounds that 
he was a Chinese spy leaking US 
state secrets. He was put into soli- 
tary confinement for 270 days, and 
indicted on 59 charges related to 
leaking classified government doc- 
uments to Chinese spies. 

As Secretary of Energy at the 
time, Bill Richardson played a 
direct role in this case, since he 
was the one who fired Lee from 
his job and accused him of spying. 
Some reports claimed Richardson 
leaked negative information about 
Lee to the press. 

Ultimately, Lee was found 
guilty on only one of the 59 charges 
- he downloaded classified data 
into his computer. His lawyers 
note that much of that material 
was already available to the public, 
and the downloaded data was 
restricted, but not top secret. 

While downloading restrictedgov- 
emment information is a serious 
crime, many question whether the 
pre-conviction treatment of Lee was 
justified. Then-President Bill Clinton 
publicly apologized to Lee for mis- 
treatment during the trial. At the end 
of the trial, Lee also received an apol- 
ogy from Judge James Parker, who 
presided over the case, but Richard- 
son was not quite as remorseful. 

For many Chinese Americans, 
however, the issue is not just about 
protecting nuclear secrets, it is about 
racial profiling. They maintain that 
Lee was unfairly targeted for his 
ethnic Chinese background. 

(By Huang Daohen) 



Wen Ho Lee 
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Are US assets a good buy for 
Chinese automakers? 


Chery’s 10 -billion-yuan loan may be preparation for acquiring overseas assets. CFP Photo 


overseas plunge. “The US auto 


By Huang Daohen 

While US authorities debate 
whether and how to bail out 
the Big Three automakers, the 
prospects of Chinese companies 
acquiring US auto assets is 
gaining momentum after the 
administration lent a substantial 
amount to one of its own auto 
manufacturers, Chery Automo- 
bile Cooperation. 

The Export-Import Bank of 
China, the nation’s policy lender, 
granted Chery a 10-billion-yuan 
export credit on December 7 to 
support its overseas expansion, 
the Beijing Youth Daily reported 
Wednesday. 

According to the bank’s agree- 
ment, credit granted by the bank 
will be used to support Chery’s 
exports, including export credit, 
technical equipment import, 
international settlement and 
trade financing. 

Industry insiders and ana- 
lysts dispute whether this can 
be regarded as a preparation for 
Chery to acquire overseas assets. 
There were reports on Wednes- 
day that Chery intends to buy 
assets from Chrysler, with the 
help of the 10-billion-yuan loan. 

However, Yin Tongyao, chair- 
man of Chery, said the company 
has no intention to buy US auto 
assets in the current market con- 
dition, the Shanghai Securities 
News reported. 

Companies should be cau- 
tious in acquiring US assets, 
Wen Yijun, an auto analyst with 
Orient Securities, said. It is risky 
for Chinese automakers to 
acquire US auto assets and 
brands now, he said. 

Wen said Chinese automak- 
ers are still not ready to take the 


giants are only divesting their 
burden and units that aren’t prof- 
itable or competitive.” 

Aside from Chery’s alleged 
acquisition of Chrysler, Chang’an 
Auto is also in talks with Ford 
to take over the Swedish luxury 
brand Volvo, the National Busi- 
ness Daily reported. 

Wen said Chinese automak- 
ers should pay more attention to 


the seemingly profitable overseas 
assets. “I am worried about how 
domestic carmakers can main- 
tain the value of the international 
brand after acquisition.” 

The domestic auto industry 
is also experiencing a hard time, 
Wen said. The situation wors- 
ened in November due to the 
continuing slide of the overseas 
market and shrinking domestic 
consumption. 


November statistics show 
total car sales volumes dropped 
by over 10 percent year-on-year, 
and the year-on-year sales decline 
of 22 mainstream automakers 
reached 16 percent, the most 
drastic drop in the past six years. 

Chinese automakers should 
be committed to improving 
their product quality rather 
than buying auto assets in the 
US, Wen said. 



Song Hongbing sees 
a dark future for US recession 


By Jin Zhu 

Song Hongbing, author of 
bestselling The Currency War, 
has become famous for predict- 
ing the current financial crisis in 
his book. 

In June, Song said the crisis 
would worsen. A month later, 
the two financial giants, Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac, were taken 
over by the US government. Some 
investment banks, such as 
Lehman Brothers fell apart. 

“The worst times are yet to 
come,” Song said when talking 
about the current financial crisis 
with Beijing Today. 

Caution from a cup of coffee 

Song returned to Beijing from 
the US last December. At that 
time, the subprime debt crisis 
was just beginning, and few 
expected the financial crisis that 
would sweep the whole world 
half a year later. 

Song said it was a cup of coffee 
that made him realize the coming 
of a crisis. 

On a work day last February, 
Song, who had worked for both 


Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac for 
five years, went to have his usual 
cup of coffee. However, to his sur- 
prise, Fannie Mae had stopped 
providing free coffee. 

“When a big company, with 
assets valued around US $1.4 
trillion (9.6 trillion yuan) and 
more than 6,000 staff mem- 
bers, starts to save money on 
the details, it is highly likely 
that the company is in crisis,” 
he said. 

Shortly after that, Song 
learned that Fannie Mae had 
a 40 percent slump in profits 
in December. “It was guaran- 
teed that a crisis was around the 
corner,” Song wrote in The Cur- 
rency War, published last June. 

The second tide of the finan- 
cial crisis is inevitable 

Song said since the current 
financial crisis is in a “lull,” 
both the stock market and 
financial markets are more 
stable. It seems everything has 
been uneventful. However, he 
said more serious problems are 
around the corner. 


“This year will not be the 
peak,” Song said. 

He said a second tide will 
come between next April and 
September. “A crisis will sweep 
the commercial bank system in 
the US next year. The default rate 
of junk bonds will continue to 
rise, and the US economy will 
recess further,” he said. 

Losses for Chinese banks 
The current financial crisis 
has already hit some Chinese 
financial institutions. Song said 
with the deepening of the finan- 
cial crisis, more financial insti- 
tutions will go bankrupt. It will 
cause an all-around credit crunch 
and promote the interest rate of 
the US dollar to rise. 

“At present, it is generally 
believed that the interest rate 
of US dollar will not rise in 
the future among many Chinese 
banks. Therefore, once the rate 
rises, Chinese banks will take a 
great loss,” he said. 

Secret of Song’s predictions 
Talking about his prediction, 
Song said the financial crisis has 



Song Hongbing CFP Photo 


developed according to the prin- 
ciples of basic logic, common 
sense and economics. 

“As long as we have correct 
statistical data and reasonable 
logic, it is quite easy to predict 
the coming crisis. I cannot under- 
stand why the Wall Street exec- 
utives did not state clearly the 
coming crisis last year,” he said. 

The question remains in 
his mind. 


Microsoft 
follows black 
screen with 
price cut 

By Venus Lee 

The impact of the “black 
screen of death” is not over, but 
Microsoft is already beginning a 
new anti-piracy strategy. Micro- 
soft China announced Monday 
that it will cut the price of Win- 
dows XP Home Traditional Chi- 
nese edition and Office Home and 
Student 2007. 

Microsoft China announced 
that the price of its Traditional Chi- 
nese Window XP Home will drop 
to 399 yuan from 960 yuan this 
month, and will remain at this price 
until the end of the next year. The 
58 percent drop makes Chinese 
Windows the world’s cheapest. 

Beside Windows XP, the price 
of Office Home and Student 2007 
will be permanently reduced to 
398 yuan from 699 yuan starting 
next month, but Office Home and 
Student’s promotional version is 
selling for 199 yuan from National 
Day through Spring Festival. 

Microsoft will provide cus- 
tomers with free phone support 
through March 2009. 

Qiu Limeng, manager of 
information at Microsoft China, 
said the company was respond- 
ing to Chinese consumer opin- 
ion. “Windows XP and Office 
now cost 18 yuan per month 
assuming they are used for three 
years,” she said, comparing the 
cost to broadband Internet. 

Wang Jianhua, the president 
of Lianbang, a software retailer, 
said the 199 yuan promotion 
during National Day was very 
successful. “Its sales volume grew 
rapidly. Although the single prod- 
uct profits declined, the ultimate 
profits of Microsoft products 
increased by appealing to more 
consumers,” Wang said. 

Many netizens and IT work- 
ers see the price drop as a new 
anti-privacy strategy. After the 
black screen of death rolled out, 
Microsoft’s image was stained. 
Yan Xiaohong, vice director of 
the National Copyright Admin- 
istration, also said that Micro- 
soft failed to recognize the 
economic gap between devel- 
oped and developing counties. 
“Microsoft should price its prod- 
ucts according to China’s actual 
condition,” he said. 

VW promotes 
children's 
environmental 
awareness 

By Han Manman 

The national youth flash com- 
petition, initiated by the Ministry 
of Environmental Protection and 
the Volkswagen Group, closed 
early this week in Beijing. 

The competition is part of the 
“Volkswagen Green Future Envi- 
ronmental Education Initiative” 
and is intended to motivate young 
people to join the environmental 
protection campaign and show 
their enthusiasm to achieve a 
green Beijing. 

It is a three-year environ- 
mental education program that 
started in China last year. 
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Students denounce professor as 
counterrevolutionary 


By Huang Daohen 

A blog post half a month 
ago, titled “Students denounced 
me as a counterrevolutionary,” 
shattered the tranquil life of 
Yang Shiqun, a professor at 
the Shanghai-based East China 
University of Political Science 
and Law. 

According to the post, two of 
Yang’s female students accused 
him of being a counterrevolution- 
ary because of remarks he made 
in class about the country’s cur- 
rent culture, politics and govern- 
ment administration. 

“I remember that two girls 
came to see me after class and 
denounced me for daring to criti- 
cize Chinese culture and the gov- 


ernment! They even had tears in 
their eyes,” Yang said in his blog. 

Yang, however, said he had a 
right to express his views, adding, 
“If you don’t feel like listening to 
me in class, then you can choose 
not to attend class.” 

To Yang’s surprise, the stu- 
dents went to the Public Security 
Bureau and Shanghai’s municipal 
education committee to report his 
“counterrevolutionary remarks,” 
and an investigation ensued, the 
post said. 

The blog post was made on 
November 21 and was taken down 
four days later, during which the 
page views and comments sky- 
rocketed. As of press time, the 
site had more than 3,000 com- 


ments, most using heated words. 

Yang did not expect the 
Internet to have such a pow- 
erful impact: Some netizens 
copied his blog posting and cir- 
culated it online, drawing the 
media’s attention. 

Yang told Beijing Today he 
now receives phone calls from all 
over the country every day. He 
does not have a mobile phone, so 
the calls have to go to his office. 
The school decided to take down 
from its Web site the telephone 
directory for its teaching staff. 

When asked about the two 
students who argued with him 
after class, Yang said he could not 
remember their names or which 
lecture it was. 


“I definitely criticized aspects 
of traditional Chinese culture in 
the context of the course con- 
tents. If there are facets of tradi- 
tional culture that are linked to 
today’s society, I would make the 
connection and criticize the gov- 
ernment,” Yang said. 

Most people, including neti- 
zens and well-known media crit- 
ics, sided with Yang, declaring 
that a professor should be granted 
the academic freedom to com- 
ment on social issues and criti- 
cize the government. 

Meanwhile, Shanghai police, 
when contacted by Beijing Today, 
said Wednesday they did not file 
a case on the counterrevolution- 
ary complaint. 


Comment 


Students did the right thing 

I say the two girls did the right 
thing by reporting their teacher; 
certain topics are inappropriate 
for classroom discussion. In the 
US, teachers are not allowed to 
use their disproportionate power 
to promote their political beliefs 
in class, otherwise some students 
might be offended and this will 
invite lawsuits. 

- Jeff Bass, foreign teacher 
from the US 

Try other ways 

There are many other more 
reasonable, more effective and 
more logical ways for the two 
female students to have expressed 
their dissenting views. At least I 
won’t try to take political action by 
reporting to the authorities. 

- Simon Zhang, local college 
student 

Sympathy for the girls 

There should be sympathy for 
the two students. The two girls 
are the sad outcome of the current 
examination-oriented education 
system. Students as young as these 
two cannot fully understand what 
counterrevolutionary means even 
while they use the phrase. 

- Tom Lee, IT engineer 


Expert view 

This is bizarre. While “ revo- 
lutionary, ” “counterrevolution- 
ary” and “reactionary” were 
among the first English words 
in my vocabulary in the 1970s, 
they have rarely been used 
since 1978, when the country 
opted to forget slogans like, 
“Never forget class struggle.” 

Counterrevolution, once a 
top crime according to Chinese 


criminal law, was abolished in 
1997. Students from an elite law 
school such as the East China 
University of Political Science 
and Law are supposed to know 
more about this than the aver- 
age Chinese. 

Counterrevolutionary 
crimes, even under the old crim- 
inal law, referred to those whose 
aim was to overthrow the gov- 


ernment. That surely had noth- 
ing to do with Yang’s criticisms 
of government practices and 
Chinese culture. 

By accusing their professor 
of being a counterrevolution- 
ary, the two female students 
have done nothing but open 
up old wounds on crimes that 
once tore apart our nation. It is 
truly regrettable. But, what it 


has profoundly revealed is the 
lack of academic freedom pres- 
ent on our campuses. Our stu- 
dents, taught under the same 
system since kindergarten, are 
not used to critical thinking 
and listening to opposing 
views, let alone enjoying and 
embracing them. 

- Chen Weihua, China 
Daily senior commentator 




Yuanmingyuan invites technological investments 


By Zhang Dongya 

An invitation to invest in 
Yuanmingyuan, or the Old 
Summer Palace, drew a lot of 
interest at the Promotion Con- 
ference on Tourism Industry 
Projects last Wednesday. 

The Yuanmingyuan Man- 
agement Office presented at the 
conference a 129-million-yuan 
project called “Yuanmingyuan 
Digital & Interactive Experi- 
ence Center,” which would con- 
struct inside the park circular 
and semi-circular viewing 4D 
screens, as well as four-dimen- 
sional screens showing high- 
definition images of the Old 
Summer Palace. 


The “virtual Yuanmingyuan” 
project aims to present the 
history of the garden - from 
its construction, expansion and 
destruction - using digital imag- 
ery, simulation and multimedia 
platforms. Tourists who visit the 
planned digital center would see 
“first-hand” the huge changes 
the park has undergone. 

The center will be built at 
Qichun Yuan, the best spot in 
Yuanmingyuan in the summer. 
Also, as many as 10 exhibit areas 
will be built at other key sites in 
the old palace, to show how they 
originally looked. 

“It will not be a rough photo 
exhibition, but a restora- 


tion of a virtual Yuanmingyuan 
using digital techniques, which 
is already an important way 
of displaying historical relics 
in developed countries,” Chen 
Mingjie, director of the Yuan- 
mingyuan Management Office 
said in an interview with the 
Beijing Youth Daily. 

The project, estimated at 129 
million yuan, would be cheaper 
than restoring the Old Summer 
Palace, Chen said. 

Several investors at the 
conference wanted to know 
more about the project but 
were concerned about its prof- 
itability. Others were cautious 
about getting involved in cul- 


A digital image of the old garden. 


tural relics. 

The cost of tickets to the 
center has already been 
decided: 20 yuan for the 
120-degree screen; 25 yuan for 
the 360-degree screen; and 40 


Comment 


Moderate development only 

Moderate development 
will be good for the protection 
of cultural relics. It will not 
only let more people know the 
sites, but also raise money 
for their maintenance. The 
precondition is that the 
development not become too 
commercialized. 

- Dai Bin, vice president of 
the China Tourism Academy 
Not a finger on Yuanming Yuan 
In my opinion, the biggest 
value of Yuanming Yuan lies 
in its ruins, which bear wit- 
ness to history - its destruction 
by British and French troops 
and its sense of desolation, 


yuan for the 4D screen. The 
project is expected to recover 
its cost within five years, with a 
projected 20 -percent increase 
in visitors each year after the 
center opens. 


solemnity and changing of for- 
tunes. So, any development in 
the name of commerce should 
be kept away from historical 
sites. The injection of technol- 
ogy will only spoil the histori- 
cal atmosphere. 

- Luo Jin, commenter at 
China Youth Daily 
Money still an X-factor 

I don’t know who will pay 
40 yuan to watch a 4D film 
inside a scenic area. Also, the 
25-minute show will be too long 
for visitors in a hurry. So if 
organizers are not sure it will 
make money, be careful! 

- Ken Wang, employee of 
Beijing Youth Travel Agency 
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The six-city tour of 
a yellow bicycle 


By Jackie Zhang 

What role do bicycles play in a city? In 
some cities, bicycles are popular modes of 
transport because of their affordability and 
convenience; in other cities, however, they 
are replaced with private cars. In the doc- 
umentary Tales of a Yellow Bike, a yellow 
bicycle named Lady Klien tells the story of 
different bicycles in various cities through- 
out the world. 

“Lady Klien is like a witness in the docu- 
mentary, ” Tina Hahn, the director, said. “She 
went to six cities in five countries with her 
owner Maogosha Pyjor. I made the docu- 
mentary as if the bicycle was telling what she 
saw during the trip.” 

Hahn’s idea for the documentary come 
when Toronto closed its BikeShare program, 
a project run by the Community Bicycle 
Network (CBN), which promoted commu- 
nity cycling initiatives. Cycling, the group 
said, was a more convenient and environ- 
mentally-friendly way to get around the city. 


CBN refurbished donated bicycles, rented 
out trailers and bikes at affordable rates 
and offered space to practice and learn 
bike mechanics and cycling skills. BikeShare, 
which was managed by Pyjor, painted all 
their bicycles yellow and gave them names. 
Due to financial difficulties, however, the 
program to closed in 2006. 

Hahn decided to focus on the importance 
of bicycles as a major mode of transport. She 
began shooting in Toronto after BikeShare 
shut down in November 2006, and visited six 
other cities: Amsterdam, Beijing, New York 
City, Bogota and La Rochelle and Paris in 
France. After two years of filming and editing, 
the documentary was finished in October. 

“Of the five countries we’ve been to, China 
has the largest number of bicycles with 470 mil- 
lion. Bikes used to be the only mode of trans- 
portation in the country,” Hahn said. 

The director was impressed by some of 
the locals she met during filming. “We inter- 
viewed Wang Yong, manager of the Beikel- 


antu Bicycle Rental Company in Beijing. 
Wang tried to promote bicycle rental 15 
years ago but failed. This year, he tried the 
same business again and succeeded,” she 
said. “It is exciting to see his blue bikes 
moving along Beijing’s streets.” 

Bogota is another favorite of Hahn’s. 
“Bicycles have greatly changed the city. We 
saw the roads were wide, made especially for 
people riding bicycles. There are hundreds of 
kilometers of bike lanes.” 

During the filming, BikeShare manager 
Pyjor also searched for a model that could 
help CBN overcome challenges it faced in 
Toronto. “A bike-share program can only 
work in the downtown core,” Hahn said, and 
that a lot of automobile drivers in Toronto 
don’t respect cyclists. “If we got more bikes 
on the street it would be safer for cyclists 
because there would be changes in traffic and 
drivers would be slowing down more. I want 
people to consider bicycles as transportation, 
not just recreation,” she said. 




Lady Klien, the star of the documentary. 
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From missionary worker to drum 
and bass promoter 



By Wang Yu 

No one would guess Dan Stephenson, a 
well-known drum and bass music promoter 
in the city, is also a Mormon and worked as 
a missionary in London for two years. Ste- 
phenson, who is sociable and energetic, is 
always busy working on music events orga- 
nized by his company, The Syndicate. 
Filling the gap in Beijing 

Stephenson first played drum and bass 
music as a disc jockey at Wudaokou’s 
Lush club. He established his own com- 
pany in 2004, and threw a party to mark 
the occasion. 

“Not many people know this kind of 
music like they know hip hop, and I just 
thought they should have more options,” Ste- 
phenson said. 

The Syndicate is staffed by nine people, 
including Stephenson, but most work part- 
time. The group organizes drum and bass 
parties in clubs such as Baitu, Mix and Cargo 
almost every week. 

It is the music, and not the money, that 
attaches Stephenson to his job as a promoter, 
he said. “I would say I work in the music 
industry rather than the night life circle.” 


He said it is not easy for a foreigner to 
work as a music promoter here, although the 
opportunities are widening. “I learned a lot 
from other promoters and always try to local- 
ize my approach,” he said. 

Some club DJs do not understand some 
musical genres, while some club owners 
dictate the night’s playlist. “It is always the 
owners of the clubs, and not the DJs, who 
decide what music is to be played although 
they know nothing about music,” Stephen- 
son said. 

London calling 

Stephenson was born into a Mormon 
family in Utah, so it is not a surprise he fol- 
lowed a religious calling. Young Mormons, 
before they start college, can do missionary 
work outside the US, and Stephenson enthu- 
siastically signed up in 1996. 

“I was assigned to London which was also 
the place where my father had worked when 
he was young,” Stephenson said. He was sent 
to Brixton, a community of mixed ethnicities 
in South London. 

It was not easy being a missionary, espe- 
cially for a young man who had stepped 
onto British soil for the first time. “Once, 


me and my partner were surrounded by 
some punks and one of them pointed his 
knife at me. That is an experience that most 
missionaries have,” he said. 

The two years of mission work became 
his training ground for the realities of life. 
“It helped me to grow up and taught me 
how to deal with different kinds of people. 
The most important thing is, on the other 
side of the door, is always a story you can 
learn from,” he said. 

Work entwined with music 

When he was in London, Stephenson 
tried to get involved in the local music scene 
although his work did not provide him with 
much money or opportunity. 

“I was fascinated with drum and bass in 
England, but as a missionary, I didn’t have 
much money to buy CDs,” he said. “Once, 
a guy opened his door and was about to 
refuse me entry when I heard some drum 
and bass music playing in his house. I told 
him I liked the music a lot and he invited 
me to come in.” 

“There was another missionary who was 
a huge fan of AC/DC and the music also 
helped him out just like it did to me,” Ste- 


phenson said. Hard rock music like AC/DC 
has been described as “the devil’s music” by 
some conservative religious groups. 

After his first, short visit to Beijing 
in 2001, Stephenson continued his col- 
lege education at Tsinghua University. In 
2003, he got accepted into a prestigious 
law school in the US, but gave up the 
opportunity to become a lawyer. “Being a 
lawyer may be honorable, and will make 
my family proud, but my heart will wither 
without music,” he said. 

It will take effort for drum and bass to 
enter mainstream Chinese music, but Ste- 
phenson has already prepared himself for 
an uphill battle. “Some people who work in 
the music industry are eager for quick suc- 
cess and instant benefits. But I’m focused 
on introducing drum and bass to a wider 
audience,” he said. 

Stephenson admires the spirit of drum 
and bass for remaining true to its musical 
roots, and not allowing itself to be diluted 
by popular culture and the mass media. 
“Despite the difficulties, I love music and 
sometimes you have to create the scene you 
want to be a part of,” he said. 
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Deafness Prevention Center 
opens at Tongren Hospital 



The opening ceremony of WHO's Center for Deafness Prevention at Tongren Hospital. 

Photo Provided by Tongren Hospital 


By Venus Lee 

The Center for Deafness Pre- 
vention set up by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
opened at the Tongren Hospital 
on Monday, the fifth such center 
worldwide established up by the 
UN health authority. 

The center aims to carry out 
deaf prevention programs and 
information campaigns in the 
country’s rural, impoverished and 
remote areas. People in rural 
areas do not give the disability the 
attention it deserves, and those 
found to be deaf cannot afford the 
expensive cost of treatment, said 
Han Demin, the center director. 

“Early intervention is impor- 
tant in deafness prevention. If 
it is detected and treated early, 
it can reduce the burden to the 
patient’s family,” Han said. 

Meanwhile, in order to 
reduce the incidence of dis- 
eases that result in deaf-mute- 
ness, WHO will train more deaf 
prevention workers nationwide 
and provide funds for them to 
conduct surveys. 

According to Tongren Hos- 
pital, ages o to 7 are the crucial 
phase in a human being’s lan- 
guage development, and hear- 
ing loss during this period will 
result in speech retardation 
or even deaf-muteness. Speech 
disability will also impact the 


By Jackie Zhang 

“Social entrepreneur” is a new 
phrase in China. Most people do 
not know what a social entrepre- 
neur is or what he or she does - a 
knowledge gap that was filled last 
Thursday at the Social Innovation 
and the Third Sector Conference. 

“A social entrepreneur works 
in an entrepreneurial manner, but 
primarily for social benefit. Driven 
by a social mission, he or she aims 
to address unmet needs to improve 
people’s lives,” Nick Temple, policy 
and communications director of 
the London-based School for Social 
Entrepreneurs (SSE), said. 

SSE, established in 1997, 
addresses inequalities and social 
exclusion by supporting social 
entrepreneurs to translate their 
talent into tangible social outcomes. 
The school provides training, guid- 
ance, strategic help and mentoring 


child’s emotions, social devel- 
opment and other skills. 

WHO chose Tongren Hos- 
pital to house its Center for 
Deafness Prevention because of 
the hospital’s contribution to 
the country’s deafness preven- 
tion and treatment program. Dr 
Shigeru Omi, WHO Regional 
Director for the Western Pacific, 
said at the center’s launch that 


opportunities to people who are 
committed to work for society. 

Temple said SSE does not look 
for specific qualifications in appli- 
cants to their programs, in which 80 
to 100 new students are accepted 
each year. “If you are enthusiastic, 
determined and committed, you can 
come to the school,” Temple said 
at the December 4 event, the con- 
cluding conference for the Social 
Innovation Program sponsored by 
the British Council and the State 
Administration for NGOs of China. 

Hundreds of people have fin- 
ished their one-year social entre- 
preneurship program at SSE and 
most of them have realized their 
dream of contributing to their 
community, Temple told his audi- 
ence, a majority of whom worked 
for social organizations and NGOs 
from here and the UK. 

“Roger Wilson-Hinds is one 


Tongren’s ear nose and throat 
treatment program is technolog- 
ically advanced and that WHO is 
confident in its deafness control 
and prevention network. 

Tongren is one of the first 
in the country to carry out deaf- 
ness control and prevention work, 
with networks in Shandong, Inner 
Mongolia, and Jiangxi provinces 
that can examine the disability 


of the most impressive persons 
I’ve ever met,” Temple said. “He’s 
visually impaired and ran a busi- 
ness for 10 years training blind 
and visually impaired people to 
use computers at work. 

“There is screen-reading soft- 
ware for blind people in the UK, 
but it is quite expensive. In order 
to help poor blind people, Wilson- 
Hinds developed alow-cost screen- 
reading software.” 

Luljeta Nuzi is another inspir- 
ing story. She went to the UK as 
a refugee from Eastern Europe in 
1999. She could not speak English 
and was frightened by everything 
around her. Motivated by her expe- 
rience, she went to SSE wanting 
to set up a program for fellow 
refugees. Her Shpresa Program, 
started in 2001, is a community- 
led organization that works with 
the Albanian speaking commu- 


48 hours after it is detected. 

The country has a high inci- 
dence of hearing loss. The second 
nationwide sample survey of dis- 
abled person in 2006 revealed 
there were more than 20 million 
deaf people, accounting for 24 
percent of the disabled popu- 
lation. Among the 20 million, 
800,000 are under age 7, of 
which 30,000 were born deaf. 


nity, including refugees, asylum 
seekers and migrants from Albania, 
Kosovo, Macedonia and Montene- 
gro. The program enables them to 
settle and fully participate in a new 
society, gain confidence and make 
progress in their lives. 

“These people not only 
changed their careers, but have 
also successfully changed their 
lives,” Temple said. 

SSE has six member-schools in 
its UK network and will open its 
first international school in Aus- 
tralia in March. “The plan to estab- 
lish a school in China is also in 
the works,” Temple said. “I’ve dis- 
cussed with Chinese social workers 
running an SSE school in China. 
We believe that a school here will 
work. Although many things are 
different in China from the UK, we 
can find ways to operate the school 
here,” he said. 


Sino-French 
emergency 
training center 
set up 

By Han Manntan 

The Sino-French first aid 
training center opened at Beijing 
Anzhen Hospital last week to 
strengthen the capacity and team- 
work of Beijing’s emergency med- 
ical professionals. 

The center, which was estab- 
lished by the Beijing Health 
Bureau, the French Embassy in 
China and Total oil and gas com- 
pany, will provide the latest first 
aid training to the municipality’s 
medical professionals, and sup- 
port clinical research programs. 

The center will offer a series 
of training courses beginning this 
week, including “emergency 
infectious diseases treatment” 
and “disaster medicine course,” 
said Zhang Zhaoguang, president 
of Anzhen Hospital. 

“Several medical experts 
from well-known Parisian hos- 
pitals will teach our doctors 
both the theory and practice of 
emergency medicine,” he said, 
adding that local participants 
include nearly 300 doctors from 
emergency medical and rele- 
vant departments. 

“This training center will allow 
us to borrow valuable experience 
from a developed country, and 
to build a high-caliber emergency 
medical team,” Zhang said. 

“This center, drawing on the 
long experience of the French, will 
focus on trauma, mass trauma, 
disaster medicine and so on. It 
aims to enhance team building 
and the training of medical and 
health professionals for emer- 
gency treatment,” Jacques de 
Boisseson, representative general 
of Total in China, said. 

Through a partnership with the 
Beijing Health Bureau, Total has 
invested €1.5 million (13 million 
yuan) to send 30 Chinese doctors 
to France for a one-year on-the-job 
training, Boisseson said. 

Before the center was set up, 
the hospital had already carried 
out a Sino-French training pro- 
gram for emergency physicians 
for the Beijing Olympics. The 
program, which ran from March 
31 to May 10, covered pre-hos- 
pital emergency training, in-hos- 
pital emergency training and 
disaster medicine lectures and 
drills, Zhang said. 

The training center was set up 
based on a letter of intent (LOI) on 
specialized emergency medical care 
signed by the Beijing Health Bureau, 
the French Embassy in China and 
Anzhen Hospital last November. 


Social entrepreneurship introduced 
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French drama lovers donate 



box office for Chinese orphans 


Theater members rehearse L’Atelier. 


Photo provided by the Theater of Lanterns 


By Zhang Dongya 

Every Wednesday evening, a 
group of French people head to 
a French kindergarten in Sanli- 
tun for drama rehearsal. Young 
and old, from different walks 
of life, they have one thing in 
common: a love for drama and 
a heart for orphans. 

They are amateur perform- 
ers with the Theater of Lan- 
terns, founded in September 
2005 by drama lovers in the 
French community. 

“When we named the troupe, 
we wanted something that would 
stand for Chinese culture to 
express our love of China,” said 
Perrine Pautre, 26, one of the 
troupe’s three original members. 

“Lantern” also represented 
“hope for the poor children and 
orphans,” Pautre said, referring to 
orphans in Western China who are 
recipients of the money the group 
makes through its performances. 

“Our troupe’s objective is two- 
fold: to do drama and to support 
humanitarian work,” Isy Chau- 
temps, the troupe director, said. 

“As for 2009, our goal is the 
same: to pass on as many donations 
as possible to the Madaifu Chil- 
dren’s Association,” Chautemps 
said, referring to a France-based 


charity that helps orphans in Gansu, 
Shaanxi and Hubei provinces. 

Since the troupe was estab- 
lished, as much as 328,000 yuan 
has been raised for the Madaifu 
Children’s Association, founded in 
1999. The financial aid has enabled 
80 children every year to be fed 
and sent to school, as well as con- 
tributing to other work carried out 
by Madaifu. 

The troup has 10 members: 
seven women and three men. Eve- 
lyne Macera, 65, who joined the 
troupe when it was created three 
years ago, is the oldest member; 
the youngest is 16-year-old Tatiana 
Deodato, who has spent nearly all 
her time in school at the French 
School in Beijing. 

Chautemps, 45, is the only pro- 
fessional in the troupe. She came 
to China in 2004, worked on sev- 
eral local TV dramas and joined the 
Theater of Lanterns this April. The 
members look up to her for train- 
ing and encouragement. 

The troupe gathered on 
Wednesday to rehearse their fourth 
play, L’Atelier, or The Workshop, 
by Jean-Claude Grumberg. It is set 
after World War II and talks about 
the aftermath of the Holocaust. 

“It is a well-known play in France, 
and Grumberg is one of the rare con- 


temporary playwrights to be stud- 
ied in school,” Chautemps said. The 
group will stage it in May. 

Since the members either have 
full-time jobs or are in school, find- 
ing time to rehearse every week is 
a challenge. When they finally get 
everyone together, they work late 


into the night. 

Over the past three years, the 
troupe has staged three dramas, 
one each year. All the plays were 
done in French, with Chinese sub- 
titles. In 2006, they performed for 
an adaptation of Le iner de cons, 
or The Dinner Game, by Francis 


Veber. It was a huge success, with 
an audience of 300. 

In 2007, they presented Theatre 
sans animaux, or Theater without 
Animals. In May, they staged Huit 
Femmes, or Eight Women, at the 
Chaoyang Culture Theater, which 
was attended by 800 people. 


By Gan Tian 

Vogue China, the 16th inter- 
national edition of the world’s 
most famous fashion magazine, 
hosted VOGUE ICONS 2008 in 
Beijing last Saturday. 

Crowning the evening was 
the presence of Kate Moss, the 
most successful fashion model 
in history, and Hong Kong star 
Maggie Cheung. 

Also celebrated were Chi- 
nese international supermodel 
Du Juan, top international 
fashion photographer Mario 
Sorrenti, Parisienne model, 
actress and fashionista Lou Doi- 


llon, fashion designers Roland 
Mouret, Nina Ricci artistic direc- 
tor Olivier Theyskens, New York- 
based Phillip Lim, filmmaker 
Oliver Stone, top models Jes- 
sica Stam, Sasha Pivovarova, 
Hye Park, first Asian supermodel 
from the 1980s Filipina Anna 
Bayle and Asian stars Hidetoshi 
Nakata, Gigi Leung, Qi Qi, Pei 
Bei, Lv Yan, Olympic champia- 
ons Lin Dan and Xie Xingfang 
and actress Gao Yuanyuan. 

A performance by Fifth Ele- 
ment star, model, actress and 
singer Milla Jovovich, capped 
the evening. 


By Annie Wei 

The International Center for 
Veterinary Services (ICVS) will 
hold a Christmas party for pets 
and their people tomorrow, its 
annual gathering of pets, owners 
and pet lovers to celebrate the 
holiday season. 

ICVS will take visitors on a 
tour of the hospital, introduce 
its staff and serve refreshments 
and holiday treats to pets and 
pet owners. 

Mary Peng, manager of ICVS, 
said the party will welcome dona- 
tions for the hospital’s Com- 
munity Cats Trap-Neuter-Return 
(TNR) Program, a non-profit ini- 
tiative to neuter and vaccinate 
stray cats in local communities. 


TNR reduces the stray and feral 
cat population while helping these 
cats live longer, healthier lives, 
she said. 

ICVS is a community center, 
as well as the only full-service 
animal hospital staffed by foreign 
veterinarians keeping to West- 
ern standards. Apart from pro- 
viding pet care information and 
animal medical care, ICVS pro- 
vides pet owners information on 
legally certified vaccinations, sur- 
geries, dental work, lab tests and 
import/ export guidelines. 

When: December 13, 2-5 pm 

Where: International Center 
for Veterinary Services, Kent 
Center, 29 Liangmaqiao Lu, Anji- 
alou, Chaoyang District 


Event 


European Union 
Film Festival 

China’s first European Union 
Film Festival features screenings 
at the French Cultural Centre, 
the Instituto Cervantes, the Ital- 
ian Institute of Culture and the 
Ullens Center for Contemporary 
Art. Each film will be screened in 
its original language with English 
and Chinese subtitles. 

When: December 12-20 

IAB Christmas Concert 

The International Academy of 
Beijing (IAB) is throwing open 
its doors to families and friends 
across the city to celebrate the 
holiday season with an evening of 
music. IAB’s choir will perform at 
the school auditorium. 

When: December 12, 7-8pm 
Where: 1 Yangshan Lu, 

Olympic Forest Park East 
(Northwest corner of Beiyuan 
Bridge, North Fifth Ring Road), 
Chaoyang District 

Tel: 6430 1600 ext 31 (Look 
for Vickie Shum) 

Walk: Changyucheng Village 
to Round Tower 

The walk will take participants 
to a section of the Great Wall 
built during the Ming Dynasty. 
It will start at a village called 
Changyucheng, then follow a path 
up to the border of Beijing and 
Hebei Province. Attendees will 
walk past a small reservoir until 
they arrive at the remains of a 
tower, which was built for artil- 
lery in ancient times. 

When: December 13 
Tel: 8489 6319/20/21 
Web site: chinawalking.net.cn 
(By Wei Ying) 


Xmas party for pets and their people 
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Pets and their people at last Christmas at ICVS. 

Photo provided by Mary Peng 


Vogue makes 
fashion icon 



Kate Moss 


Phillip Lim Maggie Cheung 

Photo provided by Butterfly PR 
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1 89-prefixed cellphone 
numbers offered to public 



China Telecom offers subscribers high speed Internet service. 

CFP Photo 


By Jin Zhu 

China Telecom will be selling 
189-prefixed phone numbers in 
Beijing in the last 10 days of 
December. The application pro- 
cess for these new mobile phone 
numbers began Friday. 

The public can apply for 
numbers that begin with 
1891012 and 1891013 by calling 
China Telecom’s hotline number 
10000, or they can apply for 
1891015 numbers on its Web site 
bj.ctioooo.com. 

Applicants need to show an 
identification card and provide 
their personal details. For- 
eigners need to present their 
passport. “A person can book 
one or two phone numbers,” 
Zhang Dan, a China Telecom 
employee, said. 

According to the announce- 
ment released by China Tele- 
com, users can choose the last 
four digits of their number when 
they make an application. If the 
numbers are arranged in the 
patterns ABCD, ABAB, AABB, 


By He Jianwei 

Discovery Channel and China 
Education Television are launch- 
ing a contest in search of doc- 
umentaries that vividly capture 
the essence and spirit of China. 

The contest, with the theme 
“Eye on China: Visionary Film- 
makers Initiative,” aims to iden- 
tify outstanding filmmakers and 
emerging talents and provide 
them with the platform and fund- 
ing to produce documentaries. 

Documentarians are offered 
an opportunity to create films 
through personal stories to frame 
the extraordinary changes the 
country has gone through in 


AAA, ABC or AA, they are con- 
sidered nice numbers and will 
be costlier to maintain. 

“For AA numbers, for exam- 
ple, the monthly bill for calls 
needs to be over 100 yuan. 
Besides that, users need to make 
a deposit of at least 1,200 yuan,” 
Zhang said. 

Users who have applied for 
phone numbers need to go 
through formalities at appointed 
China Telecom offices within 
seven days after receiving a 
notice, she added. 

According to China Telecom, 
since the company has the 
license to run basic telecom ser- 
vices and value-added telecom 
services, subscribers of the new 
numbers will have access to high 
speed Internet services. On top 
of this, 189-prefixed numbers 
can be used to access online 
account numbers, such as those 
for email and chatting. 

The cost of standard ser- 
vices in Beijing has not yet been 
announced, but based on exist- 


the last three decades. Since the 
open door policy was initiated in 
1979, the country has astonished 
the world with its rapid develop- 
ment and transformation into a 
global powerhouse. 

Filmmakers interested in 
joining the contest should submit 
a story outline, together with a 
production plan and budget, by 
5 pm on February 6. 

The outline for the half-hour 
documentary program should 
explore issues or events related to 
the theme. There is no predeter- 
mined format for the outline; any 
written layout, whether in essay 
form or a description of sequences 


ing fees in Sichuan Province, 
users will not be charged for 
receiving local calls. 

By eliminating monthly 


that convey a sense of the docu- 
mentary, is acceptable. However, 
it should be no longer than three 
A4 pages and should be written in 
English or Mandarin. 

Applicants may apply as an 
individual who will plan, write, 
direct and produce the program, 
or a writer or director who will 
employ a producer. They should 
include a showreel in a VHS, 
VCD or DVD of their previous 
work, or that of a key partner in 
the production. 

Discovery Channel and 
Beijing Education TV will short- 
list up to 12 candidates and invite 
them to a workshop in Beijing at 


rental charges, users’ expenses 
will drop by close to 50 percent 
compared with the cost of 
Gotone services. 


the end of February. Organizers 
will then select five winners who 
will receive funding to produce 
their films. The selection process 
will favor stories and situations 
that can be filmed without too 
much travel and recorded within 
a maximum of 10 to 12 shooting 
days. Filming should fall within 
the broad shooting period of 
March to July 2009. 

Applicants can send their 
story outline to the following 
address: Ketchum Beijing, 10/F, 
Tower A, Vantone Center, 6 Chaowai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District, or email 
address: discoveiy.eyeonchina@ 

gmail. com. 


Email your questions to: 
weiying@ynet.com 


Do visitors need to pay to 
enter Beijing University 
or Tsinghua University? 

No. As long as the visitor 
registers at the gate, he or 
she can enter the campus. 

I’ll be in Beijing for 
Chinese New Year and 
am looking for shops 
that sell firecrackers. I 
haven’t been able to find 
any, is that because 
they’re not allowed? 

Due to safety concerns, 
firecrackers for the Spring 
Festival, or the Chinese New 
Year, have not yet gone on 
sale. They will be on the 
market a few weeks before 
the holiday, and you will find 
them sold by street vendors. 

What would be a good 
Christmas gift for a 
Chinese friend and his 
wife? Would a bottle of 
Jack Daniels, for exam- 
ple, be appropriate for 
the man? 

Imported liquor is OK for 
the husband. Cosmetics or 
perfume will be appreciated 
by women of all ages. The 
sure way to find something 
uncommon is to go for those 
not labelled “made in China.” 

My friend just moved to 
an apartment in Dong- 
zhimen. Is there a shop 
nearby, similar to Ikea, 
where she can get stuff 
for the kitchen? 

There are no shops like 
Ikea in the Dongzhimen 
area, but there are vegetable 
markets on Chaoyangmen 
Nei Xiaojie, where vendors 
sell bowls and chopsticks. 
A pricier option is a furni- 
ture store called Illinois on 
the fourth floor of Kenzo 
Plaza, near the Dongzhimen 
Subway Station. 

(By Wei Ying) 


Discovery Channel and China Education TV 
seek fresh documentaries 
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By He Jianwei 

“The future of Chinese drama will probably emerge from young theater 
Festival,” Yang Qianwu, secretary-general of the Beijing Dramatics’ Associa 
From November 4 to December 7, four dramas selected from the Edinbu 
and theater producers are looking to them for the future. 
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groups and enthusiasts. We hope the Beijing Youth Theater Festival next year will become China’s Edinburgh Fringe 

tion, said at a forum on British and Chinese drama and theater at the end of last month. 

irgh Fringe Festival debuted in Beijing. Many small Chinese theater groups have emerged in the last two years, 
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The true Schindler 


By Charles Zhu 

The world will never forget the 
heroic acts of Oskar Schindler, 
whose rescue of thousands of 
Jews was depicted in the movie 
Schindler’s List, directed by Steven 
Spielberg. Maybe you remember 
the closing scene, when a proces- 
sion of elderly Jews who worked in 
Schindler’s factory each set a stone 
on his grave in Jerusalem. 

The gratitude can be traced back 
to that office, where the names, 
dates of birth and ID numbers were 
typewritten by the accountant Itzhak 
Stern. Every clack of the letters 
meant a life saved. 

Mietek Pemper, a Polish Jew 
who was conscripted as secretary 
to Commandant Amon Goth of the 
Plaszow concentration camp, type- 
wrote some pages of Schindler’s 
list. His new The Road to Rescue: 
the Untold Story of Schindler’s List 
(250pp, Other Press, US $24.95) 
substantiates much of Spielberg’s 
oversimplified telling. Pemper’s 
work was translated into English by 
David Dollenmayer. 

He said the list itself was not 
crucial, but “the multifarious acts of 
resistance that, like tiny stones being 
placed into a mosaic one by one, had 
made the whole process possible.” 

He pointed out quite a few inaccura- 
cies in the movie and corrected some 
others. He gave a detailed account 
of how numerous small initiatives 
played a role in the whole rescue 
effort. Of course, Oskar Schindler’s 
humanism and courage played a 
major part. However, the final suc- 



cess was the culmination of the cou- 
rageous acts of others. 

Pemper, as Goth’s personally sec- 
retary and interpreter, first saw tele- 
grams from Auschwitz in the winter 
of 1940-1941 that reported, “Gradu- 
ally, for us, Auschwitz became syn- 
onymous with death.” He learned of 
the plan to exterminate Jews when 
his boss asked him to organize an 
SS correspondence. From the corre- 
spondence, he came to know that 
those Jews who could survive must 
have skills that the SS deemed 
useful, a point crucial to Schindler’s 
rescue effort. 


He learned from the SS letters 
that the Jewish inmates of the 
Plaszow camp would not be sent 
to Auschwitz to be exterminated 
if it could be proven that its 
weapons production was “essen- 
tial for victory.” Pemper inflated 
the production tables with the 
consent of Goth, a brute and a 
megalomanic who set great store 
by authority and luxury. He had 
to cope with Goth, of whom all 
inmates were afraid. 

“I would sit in the comman- 
dant’s office and take dictation 
from him. While he talked, Goth 
would watch the mirror outside his 
window, which he used to oversee 
the area in front of the barracks. 
Suddenly he would stand up, take 
one of the rifles on the rack on the 
wall and open the window. I would 
hear a few shots and then nothing 
but screams. As if he had inter- 
rupted the dictation only to take 
a telephone call, Goth would come 
back to his desk and say, ‘Where 
were we?”’ Pemper said. 

Based on the knowledge from 
the SS correspondence, Pemper 
informed Schindler that producing 
weapons in his factory would keep 
his workers safe. “If Schindler had 
not begun producing hand grenades 
in 1943, there would have been no 
Schindler’s list and no rescue effort.” 
Salvation at last came in the 
person of Oskar Schindler, a young, 
hard-drinking womanizer who came 
to Krakow in search of a fortune. He 
was imperfect in real life, but was 
made a hero by circumstances. 



Readers hungry for history 
beyond the textbook 


By Zhang Dongya 

“I may hate history, but I was 
enthralled by Dangnian Mingyue’s 
version of it,” Qianyang, a 
Douban.com user, said. Dangnian 
Mingyue, author of Those Events of 
the Ming Dynasty, published the 
final volume of his series, Those 
Events of the Ming Dynasty VI 
(33ipp, China Customs Press, 28.80 
yuan) last month. 

The author, whose pen name 
means “Bright Moon of Years Past,” 
posted a historical essay titled “those 
events of the Ming Dynasty” at 
Tianya and other Web sites in March 
2006. His essay drew millions of 
readers, and he began serialized 
installments released every day. 

After six months, the story was 
published as an unfinished novel. It 
was the first time an online work 
went to publication so quickly. 

“What attracts me most is his 
unique way of telling the stories 
of history,” Survive, a reader from 
Shanghai, said. “I never thought his- 
tory could be written like this - so 
vividly and intriguingly.” 

The author describes events in the 
Ming Dynasty spanning 1344 to 1644 
from a common man’s viewpoint and 
normal language. “History itself is 
splendid, and can be told splendidly,” 
the author wrote on the cover. 


Online fans were not con- 
tent with the serial stories 
appearing on the Web only, 
and many went out to buy 
the books. Within two years, 
several publishers talked to 
the author for publication 
deals. His final volume 
went to Dangdang.com, 
the biggest book dealer 
on the domestic market, 
who won exclusive dis- 
tribution rights and 
sold 250,000 volumes 
in a month. 

Though scholars and 
experts insist that his- 
tory is best left to their 
own droll, “uncor- 
rupted” rambles, Dan- 
gnian Mingyue’s books 
still sold like crazy and 
are talked about in pop- 
ular discussion the way professors’ 
books are not. 

Sociologists said the enthusiasm 
for grass-roots literature and his- 
tory in the vernacular is on the 
rise, and Those Events of the Ming 
Dynasty is only one part of a 
greater trend. 

The Beijing News’s book page 
editor said the books are most nota- 
ble for Dangnian Mingyue’s writing 
style and for sparking renewed inter- 


est in history. Many readers move on 
to other Ming Dynasty-related books 
by Zhang Juzheng or Qi Jiguang after 
finishing Mingyue’s. 

For other fans, the series high- 
lights specific persons who are usu- 
ally lost in the long river of history. 
The books work as an important sup- 
plement to textbooks and traditional 
historical readings. 


Bookworm 
book listing 

Jenny Niven from the Bookworm rec- 
ommends the following new arrivals to 
Beijing Today readers. 

Girl in a Blue Dress 

By Gaynor 
Arnold, 5i2pp, 

Tindal Street, 160 
yuan 

This is a 
retelling of the 
lives of Charles 
and Catherine 
Dickens. Doro- 
thea, the narrator 
and heroine of 
the novel, proves 
herself to be more 
than the doting 
Victorian wife of a restless genius who 
resembles Dickens, despite being called 
Alfred Gibson. Gibson’s funeral has taken 
place at Westminster Abbey, and his wife 
of 20 years, Dorothea, has not been invited. 
The Great Man favors his children and 
a clandestine mistress over his estranged 
wife. Dorothea revisits their early courtship 
before the birth of too many children 
snapped her vitality and discovers the devi- 
ous nature and hypnotic power of this 
celebrity author. 




A Fraction of the Whole (Hardcover) 

By Steve 
Toltz, 720pp, 

Hamish Hamil- 
ton, 285 yuan 

Martin Dean 
spent his entire 
life analyzing 
everything - 
from the benefits 
of suicide to the 
virtues of strip 
clubs - and 
passing on his 
self-taught 
knowledge to his 
son, Jasper. But now that his father is dead, 
Jasper can reflect on the man who raised 
him in intellectual captivity, and the irony 
is this: theirs was a great adventure. As he 
recollects the extraordinary events that led 
to his father’s demise, Jasper recounts a 
boyhood of outrageous schemes and shock- 
ing discoveries - about his infamous crimi- 
nal uncle, his mysteriously absent mother, 
and Martin’s constant battle to leave his 
mark on the world. 
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Hot, Flat and Crowed 

By Thomas L. 

Friedman, 448pp, 

Penguin, 300 
yuan 

The World is 
Flat helped 
millions of readers 
see globalization 
in a new way. Now 
Friedman brings a 
fresh outlook to 
the crises of desta- 
bilizing climate 
change and rising 
competition for 
energy - both of which could poison our 
world if we do not act quickly and collec- 
tively. His argument speaks to all of us who 
are concerned about the state of America in 
the global future. Friedman proposes that 
an ambitious national strategy - which he 
calls “Geo-Greenism” - is not only what we 
need to save the planet from overheating; it 
is what America needs to make itself health- 
ier, richer, more innovative, more produc- 
tive and more secure. 

(By Zhang Dongya ) 
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By He Jianwei 

It is time to design for more than 
young, able-bodied consumers. Accord- 
ing to statistics, within 1 2 years half the 
adult population the world over will be 
over age 50. Disabled and old people 
will no longer be special cases, but a 
bulk of the mainstream. Designers are 
considering a more socially inclusive 
approach to ensure their products meet 
the needs of the coming majority. 


A plastic shell used to 
cover and protect the toes 
when trimming nails. 


The brothers are more than 
40 years old, but few people 
with MPS live past 20. The 
illness is a group of seven 
rare inherited metabolic dis- 
eases, which together cause a 
deficiency of specific enzymes 
needed to break down muco- 
polysaccarides. This can lead to 
organ damage. 

Many everyday tasks are 
made difficult by MPS, from 
buttoning a shirt to getting 
money from a wallet. Using 
the computer is something both 
Chi and Man enjoy, and they 
spend much time in front of 
a terminal. However, operating 
the mouse is a challenge. Their 
hands have large fingers and 
reduced flexibility. 

Using the mouse is an awk- 
ward, two-handed task for Chi, 
the elder brother, and a tricky 
one-handed one for Man. “Our 
first solution was simply to 
arrange the mouse differently 
- in an upright orientation 
allowing an easier grip and 
a more relaxed hand. The 
bigger product breakthrough 


came from the team’s realiza- 
tion that although limited in 
dexterity, both brothers could 
use chopsticks skillfully,” Wu 
Fan, one of the members in the 
design team, said. 

“We applied those motions 
to computer input and the 
MPowerStyx - the chopstick 
mouse - was bom. All functions 
are achieved with the same 
skills learned through years 
of eating. Chi and Man both 
agreed that the Upright Mouse 
and MPowerStyx were great 
advances,” he said. 

Another team worked with 
paraplegic wheelchair users 
who found it difficult to cut 
their own toenails. The group 
designed a plastic shell to cover 
and protect the toes when cut- 
ting nails. 

The user places the pro- 
tective cover over their finger 
or toe. Its edge sits neatly 
under the nail to act as a trim- 
ming guide and protect the 
skin below. A stretchy, snug fit 
ensures the guard will not move 
during snipping. 


Tang Wai-man and Tang Wai-chi inspire the 
designers to create computer interface devices. 


Tang Wai-man and Tang Wai-chi 


A design competition to 
promote Inclusive 
Design this August 
brought together six 
teams of designers from the 
Chinese mainland, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore 
and South Korea to design for dis- 
abled people. 

“Inclusive design is not a new 
realm, nor even a separate special- 
ization. It is a general approach 
and business strategy that seeks to 
ensure mainstream products, ser- 
vices and environments are accessi- 
ble to the largest number of people,” 
said Roger Coleman, an Inclusive 
Design professor and co-director of 
the Helen Hamlyn Center at the 
Royal College of Art in London. 

The competition challenged 
designers to find a solution to 
usability within 48 hours. It pro- 
moted Inclusive Design as a tool 
to help inspiring designers to think 
outside the box and into the dis- 
abled community. 

“Design solutions should be able 
to serve a large and diverse spec- 
trum of the community and extend 
to a larger group of consumers,” 
Julia Cassim, a researcher in Royal 
College of Art, said. 

The product or design solution 
will span all design disciplines from 
product design, interaction design, 

3D design, environments, services 
and visual communications. 


“The challenge provides an 
unparalleled opportunity for design- 
ers to work outside their usual com- 
fort zones, to look at a problem from 
the very different perspective of the 
disabled consumer,” said Doris Fong, 
head of Arts and Creative Industries 
of the British Council in Hong Kong. 
“For the disabled community, it is a 
chance to be full participants in the 
design process,” Fong said. 

China now has 83 million dis- 
abled persons, and is expected to 
have 174 million people over age 60 
within two years. 

One team of young designers 
from Guangzhou and Hong Kong 
presented a new computer interface, 
which was recognized by the judges 
as having the greatest market poten- 
tial of all contest submissions. 

The team was inspired by its 
time with Tang Wai-man and Tang 
Wai-chi to create two new com- 
puter interface devices. The Tang 
brothers both have Mucopolysac- 
charidoses (MPS), a condition that 
affects the whole body. 


AAP5 


Photos provided by British Council 
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Shopping from the warmth of home 


By Lijing 

Online shopping is a woman’s secret weapon in the current subzero temperatures. Competitive prices and door-to-door delivery make online shops doubly 
attractive. Aside from Taobao, other sites are seeing a boom in business this winter. 
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Cosmetics 

Sasa.com 

Sasa is nothing new to frequent visitors of Hong Kong, and is a must for cosmetics fans. The 
price of its products online is similar to that in their Hong Kong stores. The site has good qual- 
ity products, with some popular brands priced cheaper than in other shops. For the holiday 
season, the site will offer gift packages at even bigger discounts. 

Tips: 

Orders can be paid by credit card or through Alipay.com. The delivery, however, is not so 
speedy and takes at least five days. Customers are advised to check the products’ expiration 
date first before making a payment. 

Others: 

Dhc.net.cn: DHC’s online shop 

Guopi.com: Sells a wide variety of cosmetics 




Clothes 

Lamiu.com 

Owned by Unlimited Brand, La Mm has 
already found a huge following among female 
netizens though it has not set up a store in 
the capital. Pretty designs and high quality 
products, not to mention its customer service, 
have played key roles in its success. If custom- 
ers end up ordering the wrong size of clothing, 
La Miu allows exchanges - fast and for free. 


Delivery takes two to four days. 

Tips: 

Orders can be paid through Alipay.com or 
by cash to the courier delivering the goods. 
Purchases over 200 yuan enjoy free shipping. 

Others: 

Giordano.com.cn: Giordano’s online 

store gives customers more choices and lower 
prices compared to its stores. 

Shishangqiyi.com: Sells South 

Korean clothes 


► 



Digital product 

36chuy.com 


This is a well-known digital product 
store that sells at competitive prices. It 
also provides after-sale services. Deliv- 
ery takes three days. 

Tips: 

Customers are advised to pay only 
after they have received the product. 

Others: 

Soit.com.cn: Sells a variety of brand 
name products 
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Pet shops 

Momoyoyo.com 

This is a total pet store, offering 
pet food, vitamins and grooming 
products. Though the prices here 
are not as low as those on Taobao, 
the quality is reliable and it is often 
cited in pet forums. 

Others: 

176pet.com: Sells first-aid 
products for pets. It also provides 
answers to any question regard- 
ing pets. 

Petglobal.net: Provides 

instructions on pet training and 
medical care. It also has a forum in 
which owners can post pictures of 
their pets, to help it find Ms or Mr 
Right. 


Snacks 

Naccoo.com 

The Web site sells snacks imported from Japan, 
South Korea and Europe. The products are offered at a 
reasonable price. 

Tips: 

It provides sample products, so customers can try 
out a snack first before making a purchase. 

Others: 

Laiyifen.com: Specializes in Chinese snacks 
like melon seeds and glazed fruit. 
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By Gan Tian 

With Christmas just around the corner - a holiday synonymous with pies, cakes and chocolates - diners 
should remember to leave room for after-meal sweets. Beijing Today knows which desserts you cannot 
afford to miss this season! 


r 


December desserts 


1 


Silent Night 
chocolate 
mousse cake 


Jiangchuan silver 
snow fish 

Never heard of fish for dessert? 
Well, now you have. Camp Club’s 
Jiangchuan Silver Snow Fish is 
cooked in coconut milk, curry and 
milk. With its smooth and light taste, 
it is recommended as the dish to 
wrap up a heavy meal. 

Camp Club 

Where: F6, Building 8, Gongti Xi 
Lu, Chaoyang District 

Open: 11:30 am - 2 pm for lunch, 
2-5 pm for tea, 6:30-11 pm for dinner, 
11 pm - 3 am for late night drinks 
Tel: 6552 49452 


Macadamia nuts 
chocoloate 

My Humble House’s six-course 
Christmas set meal ends with an ice 
cream dessert. But on Christmas Eve 
- and only on that day, the restaurant 
will serve Macadamia nut-chocolate with 
vanilla ice cream to diners who make a 
special request. 

The dessert pairs a ball of vanilla ice 
cream with chocolate-flavored ice shav- 
ings. The dark brown ice shavings are 
sprinkled with milk powder, while the 
white ice cream is topped with nuts. Mint 
leaves, cranberries and yellow candy 
sticks give the dessert a festive air. 

The set meal costs 600 yuan per 
person, including the dessert, and is sub- 
ject to a 10-percent service charge. 

My Humble House Oriental Plaza 

Where: Platform, W3, Oriental Plaza, 1 
Dong Chang’an Jie, Dongcheng District 

Tel: 8518 8811 


Edible Christmas 
trees, bells, and 
reindeer 

By Li Jing 

These eye-catching desserts were 
created by five-star hotel award-win- 
ning pastry chef Wu Di. Shaped like 
Christmas trees, bells, angels and 
reindeer, these confections are so 
adorable it is difficult to take the first 
bite. Other offerings include cook- 
ies, log cakes, sweet breads, tradi- 
tional Nuremberg specialties, as well 
as Gingerbread house goodies. 

China World Trade Center 

Where: Gourmet Corner, West 
Wing, China World Trade Center, 1 
Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict 

Tel: 6505 2266 ext 43 

Photo provided by China World Trade Center 


Christmas 

pudding 

The First Lounge Bar at Park 
Plaza Beijing Wangfujing Hotel has 
prepared a Christmas pudding with 
honey-top cake and cranberries. It 
comes in two sizes: 50 yuan for the 
medium-sized and 70 yuan for the 
large one. 

The First Lounge Bar 

Where: Park Plaza Beijing Wang- 
fujing, 97 Jinbao Jie, Dongcheng 
District 

Open: 10 am - 10 pm 

Tel: 8522 1999 ext 3621 

Photo provided hy the 
First Lounge Bar 


Provided by Club Camp 


Photo provided hy My Humble House 

My Humble House 
China Central Place 

Where: F2, Building 19, China Central 
Place, 89 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District 
Open: 10:30 am - 2:30 pm, 

5:30-io:29pm 
Tel: 6530 7770 


“Silent Night” is a dessert 
for the health-conscious, cre- 
ated by the popular online 
cake company 2iCake. The 
bottom layer is made of 
wheat, with a 12-millimeter 
sprinkling of pine nuts, cassia 
and chocolate. It contains 
a dash of gin to give it a 
“naughty” edge. 

2iCake does not have a 
shop in town, so you can only 
order Silent Night online or 
by phone. The cake comes in 
different sizes to, so custom- 
ers can party without worry- 
ing there will not be enough 
to go around! 

2iCake 

Web site: 21Cake.com 
Tel: 6571 2266 
Price: 168 yuan for 1 pound 
(4-5 persons), 198 yuan for 
1.5 pounds (6-7 persons), 260 
yuan for 2 pounds (7-8 per- 
sons), 390 yuan for 3 pounds 
(11-12 persons) and 650 yuan 
for 5 pounds (15-20 persons). 


Photo provided hy 21 Cake 
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Dance to illuminate 
the human spirit 




By He Jianwei 

Recognized as a “seminal 
I influence on dance/theater,” 
Jennifer Muller is known for 
her expressive dance move- 
ments, unusual stage design 
and radical incorporation of 
dialogue into dance perfor- 
| mances. 

Beijingers will see two of 
I her works — “Human and 
Nature” and “Passion and 
Promise” — performed by her 
company Jennifer Muller/The 
Works at the 6th Beijing Inter- 
national Theater and Dance 
Festival this weekend. The pro- 
gram will showcase six dances, 
and the world premiere of Aria, 
the experimentations of a new 
generation of modem dancers 
| in the US. 

“Aria,” which was created 
I this year, is made up of a series 
of arias, duets and trios remi- 


niscent of Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart’s operas. Each section 
is unique in its treatment of 
and response to the music. 

Muller’s dances have been 
characterized as “a series of 
explosions of life” with a 
“joyous, almost spiritual qual- 
ity” and for portraying a 
“blazing theatricality” and a 
“splendid, disciplined 
technique,” Ou Jianping, a 
dance critic said. 

A playwright as well as 
a choreographer, Muller found 
her passion and creative voice in 
dance. Bom in 1944, she began 
creating choreography at age 7 
and started dancing profession- 
ally at 15 as a member of the 
Pearl Lang Dance Company. 

In 1976, she established 
Jennifer Muller/The Works, 
which has applied a 
multi-disciplinary approach to 
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The com 
pany has 
toured 38 
countries 
and 30 USj 
states. It 
has pre- 
miered over 90 
pieces and collaborated with 
a variety of artists such as 
Yoko Ono, Keith Haring and 
Keith Jarrett. Alumni that 
have founded dance compa- 
nies include Ronald K. Brown, 
Young Soon Kim, Pascal 
Rekoert, Michael Jahoda and 
Maria Naidu. 

The Works is also 
involved in professional 
training, arts awareness and 
mentoring programs, which 
reaches out to emerging 


J Prti 


choreogra- 
phers and thou- sands | 
of young people in New York 
City every year. 

Where: National Center for 
Performing Arts, 2 Xi Chang’an | 
Jie, Xicheng District 

When: December 13-14, 

7:30 pm 

Admission: 500 yuan 
for VIP, 400, 300, 200 and 
100 yuan 

Tel: 6655 0000 


■Friday, December 12" 
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Exhibition 

| A Different Take 

Where: 

Red Gate 
Gallery, 2 
Jiuxianqiao 
Lu, Chaoy- 
ang District 
When: 

Until Janu- 
ary 31, daily except Monday 
11 am - 6 pm 

Admission: Free 
Tel: 6438 1005 
I On the Track of Dreams - 
| ZulfaHendra Solo Exhibition 
Where: Top Red, 2 Jiux- 
| ianqiao Lu, Chaoyang District 
When: 10 am - 6 pm 


Saturday, 
December 13 


Admission: Free 
Tel: 8459 9633 

Rock Color - Group Exhi- 
bition 

This is a group exhibi- 
tion that is centered on the 
various colors of rocks. 

Where: 94 Space, 4 
Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
District 

When: Until January 10, 
daily except Monday noon 

- 5:30 pm; weekends 10 am 

- 6 pm 

Admission: Free 
Tel: 8456 0467 

Seeking in World of 
Color - Wu Zhanchun 
Solo Exhibition 


Wu’s works have been 
added to the collection of 
the US’s Ford Foundation, 
the Embassy of Denmark, 
the Embassy of Luxem- 
bourg, the Goethe Institut. 

Where: Beijing Wan 
Fung Art Gallery (Guany- 
intang Exhibition Hall), 32 
Guanyintang, Wangsiying 
2A, Chaoyang District 
When: 10 am - 5 pm 
Admission: Free 
Tel: 6523 3320 
Nightlife 

Franck Segan Trio 

The group performs 
bop music with acoustic 
renditions of Latin classics, 


Sunday, December 14 


Exhibition 

Chinese Freedom - Shi Jinsong Solo 
Exhbition 

Where: T Space, 2 Jiuxianqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District 

When: Until February 15, daily except | 
Monday 10:30 am - 6 pm 
Admission: Free 
Tel: 8456 1529 

My Own Way - Group Exhibition 

An exhibit that features the works of 
young artists chosen by the center. 

Where: SZ Art Center, 2 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang District 

When: Until March 1, daily except 
Monday 10 am - 6 pm 
Admission: Free 
Tel: 6435 9719 
Movie 

Cape No. 7 

Cape N0.7 is a Taiwanese romantic 
comedy that won its director and leading 
actress this year’s Golden Horse Award. 

Where: 43C, Beijing Keeven Aviation 
Instrument, 43 Beisanhuan Xi Lu, Haid- 
ian District 

When: 2-5 pm 
Admission: 10 yuan 
Tel: 8211 5288 


Exhibition 

Demolition 
Milk - Group 
Exhibition 

Where: TSi 
Gallery, 2 Jiux- 
ianqiao Lu, 

| Chaoyang District 

When: Until December 
I 21, daily except Monday 10 
| am - 6 pm 

Admission: Free 
Tel: 6433 1588 


Among Others - Budi 
] Kustarto Solo Exhbition 

In the Indonesian art- 
I ist’s works, the representa- 
tion of the human body is 
seen as a search for mean- 
ing among entities that are 


not always connected to 
each other. 

Where: SokaArt 
Center, B103 Sky & Sea 
Business Plaza, 107 Dongsi 
Bei Dajie, Dongcheng Dis- 
trict 

When: Until January 
18, daily 10 am - 9 pm 

Admission: Free 

Tel: 8401 2377, 8401 
5810 
Movie 

King of London 

An outstanding work 
presented by the UK’s 
National Film and Televi- 
sion School. 

Where: Space For 
Imagination, 5 Xiwang- 


as well as new arrange- 
ments of modern and folk 
Chinese songs. 

Where: La Baie des 
Anges, 5 Nanguangfang 
Hutong, Houhai, Xicheng 
District 

When: 10 pm 
Admission: Free 
Tel: 6657 1605 
Flyaway Mirage Band 
Show 

Where: New Get 
Lucky Bar (Haoyun), Ai 
Xingba Lu, Nuren Jie, 
Chaoyang District 
When: 9 pm 
Admission: 40 yuan 
Tel: 8448 3335 


zhuang Xiaoqu, 
Shuangqing Lu (East Gate 
of Qinghua University), 
Haidian District 
When: 3 pm 
Admission: 20 yuan 
Tel: 6279 1280 
Nuits d’Arabie 

This made-in-Luxem- 
bourg movie is one of 
the nominees for the 2009 
Academy Award for Best 
Foreign Language Film. 

Where: Ullens Center 
for Contemporary Art, 2 
Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
District 

When: 4 pm 
Admission: Free 
Tel: 8459 9269 


Stage in January 


Concert 

Radetskey March 

Who: China Film Symphony Orchestra 
Where: Beijing Concert Hall, 1 Bei 
Xinhua Jie, Xicheng District 
When: January 1, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 100-1,280 yuan 
Tel: 6605 7006 

Butterfly Lovers and the Yellow 
River 

Who: Chai Liang, Tan Xiaotang and 
the China Film Symphony Orchestra 
Where: Beijing Concert Hall, 1 Bei 
Xinhua Jie, Xicheng District 
When: January 2, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 100-1,280 yuan 
Tel: 6605 7006 
Spirited Away 

Who: Hayao Miyazaki and Joe 
Hisaishi 

Where: Beijing Concert Hall, 1 Bei 
Xinhua Jie, Xicheng District 
When: January 3, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 100-880 yuan 
Tel: 6605 7006 

Lang Lang New Year Piano Recital 

Who: Lang Lang 
Where: National Indoor Stadium 
(inside the Olympic Park), Beichen 
Dong Lu, Chaoyang District 
When: January 3, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 190-2,009 yuan 
Tel: 6417 0058 

New Year Orchestral Concert 

Who: Conducted by Earnest Marti- 
nez-Izquierdo 

Where: Poly Theater, 14 Dongzhimen 
Nan Dajie, Chaoyang District 
When: January 3, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 80-1,080 yuan 
Tel: 6501 1854 

Concert of Traditional Chinese 
Music Classics 

Who: Orchestral Music Group of 
the China Opera and Dance-Drama 
Theater 

Where: Beijing Concert Hall, 1 Bei 
Xinhua Jie, Xicheng District 
When: January 18, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 80-880 yuan 
Tel: 6605 7006 
Dance 

Swan Lake 

Who: Hong Kong Ballet 

Where: National Grand Theater Opera 

Hall (west side of the Great Hall of the 

People), Xicheng District 

When: January 1, 7:30 pm 

Admission: 180-1,280 yuan 

Tel: 6655 0000 

Beauty and the Beast 

Who: Birmingham Royal Ballet 

Where: National Grand Theater Opera 

Hall (west side of the Great Hall of the 

People), Xicheng District 

When: January 13-15, 7:30 pm 

Admission: 180-1,080 yuan 

Tel: 6655 0000 

Romeo and Juliet 

Who: Birmingham Royal Ballet 

Where: National Grand Theater Opera 

Hall (west side of the Great Hall of the 

People), Xicheng District 

When: January 17-18, 7:30 pm 

Admission: 180-1,080 yuan 

Tel: 6655 0000 

Cinderella 

Who: Israel Ballet 

Where: National Grand Theater Opera 

Hall (west side of the Great Hall of the 

People), Xicheng District 

When: January 28-29, 7:30 pm 

Admission: 180-880 yuan 

Tel: 6655 0000 

Drama 

Journey to the West 

Who: Guangzhou Acrobatic 
Troupe, China Oriental Song and 
Dance Troupe, Songshan Shaolin 
Martial Arts Troupe and Guang- 
dong Dance School 
Where: Beijing Exhibition Theater, 135 
Xizhimen Wai Dajie, Xicheng District 
When: January 14-31, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 100-880 yuan 
Tel: 6835 4455 

(By Lijing) 
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Not everyone fit for 
morning exercise 




By Zheng Lu 

When people start a diet, how much to 
eat becomes a problem at every meal. Some 
strong-willed people who are not familiar 
with dieting will relegate themselves to a 
few scraps. 

Li Xian, who works as a secretary at a 
foreign company lives such a life. She exer- 
cises frequently and lives on a breakfast of 
crackers and fruit for lunch and dinner. A 
month later, she was diagnosed as hypogly- 
cemic after having fainted several times. 

Many endure frustration, hunger and 
confusion on their quest to slim down, 
but eventually return to overindulgence. But 
Beijing Today has a few suggestions that 
could make the next diet a success. 

Feeling hungry 

Let your stomach lead you in your diet. 
Try to avoid eating anything for about four 
hours. “The stomach will work for four to six 
hours after a meal as it breaks down food,” 
Hu Xuming, a nutritionist from the China 
Nutrition Union, said. During that period, 
your stomach will digest better if you do not 
give it any added burden. By spacing out 
your meals, it allows hunger to develop nat- 
urally. It is important especially for dieters 
whose meal times are irregular. 

Diet diligently 

If you eat every day at the same time, 
within a few days your body will begin to 
expect food at that time. Eat the same types of 
foods, like rice, noodles or oatmeal, to work out 
the proper amount for your stomach. 

Taste the first few bites of any meal care- 
fully. People gauge the test of a food through 
its first few bites, and when they are fin- 
ished, the flavor lingers on. Slow down and 
eat smaller bites each time, and wait for the 
stomach to signal when it is full. 

“It is better to finish a meal over 20 to 
30 minutes,” nutritionist Hu said. Eating too 
slow can overload the stomach and eating 
too quickly impairs digestion. She said that 
during a meal you should ignore everything 
else and focus on the food. No newspaper, 
no TV and no intense discussion: these can 
all lead to over-eating. That does not mean 
you need to be a dull dinner mate-relax and 


By Han Manman 

Many people wake up ready 
to exercise first thing. For ages, 
it has been hailed as the key to 
health and fresh air. However, 
doctors have recently pointed 
out that not everyone is fit for 
morning exercise. 

Morning troubles 

1. The body’s internal clock 
regulates it so that core and 
muscle temperatures are at their 
lowest early in the morning. 

2. Blood pressure peaks in 
the early morning, constricting 
the arteries. 

3. Heart attacks happen 
more often in the morning than 
in the evening, and exercise 
causes a slight, short-lasting 
spike in heart attack risk. It 
could also cause heart disease- 
related chest pain, strokes, heart 


rhythm abnormalities, sudden 
cardiac death and deaths associ- 
ated with congestive heart fail- 
ure during morning hours. 

4. Saliva, which protects 
people from viruses, flows at a 
reduced rate. 

5. The air quality in the 
morning is worse than in after- 
noon or evening. Carbon dioxide 
and sulfur dioxide levels in the 
morning air are higher than in 
afternoon or evening. 

“Morning exercise is espe- 
cially dangerous for old people 
with hypertension or cardiovas- 
cular risk factors,” Ma Mingliang, 
doctor of Beijing Guoyitang Chi- 
nese Medicine Hospital, said. 
Optimal time 

“As dawn approaches, your 
heart begins to work harder, 
pumping a few extra beats per 


minute. Your whole cardiovascu- 
lar system has to adjust as you 
stand for the first time. Vessels 
contract to help overcome grav- 
ity’s pull and ensure an ample 
supply of blood to the brain so 
you can take your first few steps 
without stumbling,” Ma said. 

If the early hours are not the 
best time to exercise, when is? 

Studies have found that exer- 
cise later in the day yields better 
performance and more power. 
Muscles are warm and more flex- 
ible, perceived exertion is low, 
reaction is quicker, strength is at 
its peak and the resting heart rate 
and blood pressure are low. 
Establish a routine 

“I have exercised in the morn- 
ing for five years. Starting my day 
with movement recharges me for 
the new day. I don’t think there is 


anything wrong with my health,” 
Li Chunhui, a morning exercise 
advocate, said. 

Ma said people without health 
problems can certainly benefit 
from morning exercise: anytime 
is better than never. 

Regular exercisers will find 
their best time on their own, Ma 
said. “Don’t change your sched- 
ule if you feel good beginning 
your day with exercise,” he said. 

On the other hand, if exer- 
cise time varies from day to 
day, it may be wearing you out 
rather than pumping you up, 

Ma said. 

It’s important to establish a 
routine geared to your one’s own 
physique and living habits. Some 
runners prefer to run early in the 
morning, and some set out before 
daybreak, Ma said. 


talk, but then pick up your spoon and con- 
tinue to eat. 

Recognize your needs 

Sometimes people eat not out of the 
hunger, but out of boredom. “Some people 
eat when they are happy. Others eat when 
they feel angry or depressed,” Hu said. In 
fact, impulsive eating can be a sign of an 
emotional disorder. Hu said people often 
turn to food for help, for comfort. The appe- 
tite can be driven by emotions, both positive 
and negative. “Choose other ways to vent 
such as shopping and exercising,” Hu said. 

Even if you cannot control yourself and 
wolf down more than a normal portion, do 
not feel guilty unless you make a habit of it. 
However, if you must gorge, try to include 
foods rich in fiber which can help to digest 
less-healthy foods. 

Try these suggestions for 10 days to see if 
there is a change in your diet and mood. You 
are the owner of your stomach and your soul, 
so be true to your own needs. Concentrate on 
how you feel, no matter what happens. 
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Military ‘cities’ along Beijing’s 
north border 


Yanhecheng City 

The four villages are regarded as 
“cities” because all were fortresses. 
Armies were permanently stationed 
there in case enemies came and attacked 
the city. All four are near the Great Wall, 
which was built as the country’s major 
line of defense against enemies. 

Yanhecheng, built in the Ming 
Dynasty, is in a valley beside the Yong- 
dinghe River. Its geographic location 
was key to warding off Mongolian 
attackers and gave rise to its name 
Yanhe, which means “along the river.” 

The city has two gates: one in the 
east and another in the west. The east- 
ern gate, Wan’an, has been tom down, 
but the western gate, Yongsheng, still 
stands. The city walls are made of 
stone, but most of them are in min. The 
village has a monument, words etched 
on it, telling the story of how Yanhech- 
eng was built in 1578. 

There are 15 fortresses within the 
village, mnning 40 kilometers along 
the mountain. The fortresses are two- 
storied, each is marked with a number. 
Although the fortresses are not con- 
nected by walls, people on one fortress 
can hear the voices of those on another. 
It is strange, but there is one unnum- 
bered fortress, which looks exactly like 
the rest. This fortress attracts more visi- 
tors than the others. 

There are many stmctures in the 
village built in the architectural style of 
the Ming and Qing dynasties. It only 
has one big street, which bisects the vil- 
lage. The rest are narrow lanes. 

“The city looks like an old statue. 
There are no more wars here. Villagers 
live a peaceful and simple life,” Zhao 
said. “The city has few visitors for many 
people don’t know about it. But painters, 
photographers like to paint and take 
photos here. Some hikers often head 
off from here towards Huangcaoliang, a 
popular site in the Beijing scene.” 

The villagers cook food in big stoves 
and have a unique way of preparing 


The Zhenbiancheng city gate 



Trave ling fro m west to east 

By Jackie Zhang 

In northern Beijing, along the border with Hebei Province, there are four small vil- 
lages regarded by their residents as “cities.” City dwellers may not know these four 
“cities,” but they played an important role in guarding Beijing against invaders in the 
Ming ( 1368 - 1644 ) and Qing ( 1636 - 1912 ) dynasties. 

Robinson Zhao, who likes to drive out on weekends to places with interesting histo- 
ries, has visited the four villages. “Even after war scenes fade from memory, the four 
‘cities’ remain to remind people of the past,” Zhao said. “The soldiers’ descendants, 
what remains of the city walls, houses and temples are the best storytellers of what 
happened there.” 



The opera stage in Zhenbiancheng 


Zhenbiancheng City 

Zhenbiancheng was built walls were built solidly. 


The Yongsheng gate is the only gate 
left in Yanhecheng. 

steamed rice. First, the rice is boiled, 
then it is allowed to stew over charcoal 
fire. Dishes are first stir-fried then 
braised. Villagers have a communal 
vegetable garden, which is their major 
source of food. 

Getting there: 

Take Subway Line 1 to Pingguoyuan 
Station, then take Bus 326 and get off at 
Hetan Stop. There are buses there that 
run to Yanhecheng. Alternatively, take 
Bus 336 from Fuchengmen Station on 
Subway Line 2 to Hetan. 

A train can also get you to Yancheng 
Station from the Beijing South Station. 
The ticket costs 10 yuan. 

If you take a car, drive along Men- 
zhai Road (Mentougou to Zhaitang) 
and at Zhaitang Dongli, head north. 


as a military city to guard 
Beijing during the reign of 
Emperor Wanli (1573-1620) 
in the Ming dynasty. The 
“city” we see today is not the 
original one, but one rebuilt 
in the Qing dynasty. The old 
city, which is located five to 
six kilometers away from the 
present one, was destroyed 
by a flood. 

Standing on the city wall, 
visitors can have a panoramic 
view of Zhenbiancheng. The 
city’s east gate is old, its sur- 
rounding wall made up of 
blue bricks. Before the Cultural 
Revolution, the gate was seri- 
ously damaged. People took 
the bricks home, including the 
stele hanging above the gate 
with the characters Zhenbi- 
ancheng. In the early 1980s, 
the gate was repaired and 
recovered its original look. 

Because of frequent wars 
in ancient times, the city 


Marks from shellfire and bul- 
lets can still be seen on its 
face. Visitors can also see 
traces of aerial defense weap- 
ons used during the military 
confrontation between China 
and the Soviet Union in the 
1960s and 70s. 

There are three streets, 
six lanes and 72 hutongs in 
the village, all of which are 
paved with stone. Houses 
were built using stones as 
well. “There is a Drum and 
Bell Tower and 12 temples in 
the city. But now, only Dafo 
Temple remains,” Zhao said. 
“The pine trees in the temple 
are more than 400 years old. 
There is also an opera stage 
over 300 years old. Painted 
pictures on the pillars are 
still visible.” 

The village is small and 
populated by only a few 
thousand people. Some are 
descendants of Ming dynasty 



The courtyard used to belong to 
a wealthy local family. 

soldiers and migrants. They 
revere Confucius, practice 
Buddhism, believe in gods 
and live according to the 
teachings of Taoism. They 
have kept these practices 
for hundreds of years. And 
speak in what is known as 
the “western Beijing” accent. 
Coming here is like being 
zapped to the past. 

Getting there: 

The convenient way is 
to drive along Jingzhang 
Expressway and drive out to 
the side road at Donghuayuan 
Exit. Then, drive south to the 
city. You can see the Great 
Wall along the entire way out. 
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Changyucheng’s gate 


continued from page 20 


Guanyin is sacrificed in 
Yongxingsi Temple. 


The well-preserved Yongxingsi 
Temple in Changyucheng. 

Photos by Robinson Zhao 
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To city dwellers, it may be 
the most famous among the four 
villages. People come here to 
hike the surrounding mountains 
in the winter. The snow is an 
added attraction. 

The ancient city walls, the 
city gate and battlements can 
still be seen. Locals said only 
the archways in the village had 
been ruined in a flood. The 
temple village, situated on ele- 
vated land, is said to be hun- 
dreds of years old. Zhao said 


the village Buddha was dam- 
aged during the Cultural Revo- 
lution, but the temple escaped 
destruction. A Ming-era bell can 
be found inside the temple. 

Compared to Zhenbiancheng, 
Changyucheng is not well-struc- 
tured. But one attraction is a well- 
preserved part of the Great Wall 
within its borders. Unlike Zhenbi- 
ancheng, Changyucheng is quiet 
at daytime and few people come 
out of their homes. The street 
lamps, which are powered by 


solar energy, give a touch ot 
modernity to the ancient village. 

Changyucheng is best known 
for Shexi, a type of opera about 
religion and tradition that has a 
history of more than 100 years. 
On the 15th day of the first 
month of the lunar year, and on 
other traditional festivals, the vil- 
lage holds Shexi performances at 
its temple. 

“All the Shexi performers are 
locals. There are over 30 people 
in the group,” Zhao said. When 


they are not busy with farm work, 
it is easy to ask them for an 
impromptu performance. If visi- 
tors want to watch for free, they 
should come on the 15th day of 
the first month of the lunar year, 
when there will surely be a Shexi 
performance. 

Getting there: 

Visitors can take buses to 
downtown Changping. Bus 345 
can take you there. There are 
buses that regularly travel from 
Changping to Changyucheng. 


The hell at the Yongxingsi Temple 
has witnessed history. 


Baiyangcheng City 


Baiyangcheng, which was 
established in the Yuan Dynasty 
(1271-1368), has an interesting 
story behind its name. 

It is said that when the village 
was established, it had no name. 
One day, a general of the army 
guarding the “city” had a dream: 
a young man in white clothes 
came inside his tent. His clothes 
were tattered and his body cov- 
ered with wounds. He told the 
general he was a White Dragon 
trying to master the water in the 
area. But in recent days, a Black 
Dragon took over his territory, 
the young man said. 

He asked the general for help. 
“Tomorrow morning, when you 
step onto the north tower on the 
city wall, you will see a black sheep 
battle with a white sheep. They are 


embodiments of the Black Dragon 
and me. Please shoot the black 
sheep with a bow and arrow, so 
I can then defeat him,” the young 
man said. 

The next morning, when the 
general woke up, he realized the 
conversation with the young man 
was a dream. But when he stepped 
onto the north tower on the city 
wall, he saw a black sheep battling 
with a white sheep. The general 
shot the black sheep using a bow 
and arrow. But the black sheep 
was clever. He heard the sound 
of the arrow flying towards him 
and dodged it. The arrow ended 
up piercing the white sheep, and 
it ran away. The general regretted 
he was unable to help the white 
sheep, so he named the village Bai- 
yangcheng, or White Sheep City, as 


The Qingxi Qinwang Tomb 


What remains of the white 
marble bridge. 


an apology. 

A relatively well-preserved for- 
tress is on the northern city wall. 

A portion of the wall, situated in 
the mountains at the south side of 
the village, is well-preserved, pro- 
tected by the forest. 

A Qing dynasty tomb of Qingxi 
Qinwang, or brothers of the 
emperor, can also be found in the 
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city. A white marble bridge with 
carvings is the main architecture in 
the tomb area. Behind it is a pavil- 
ion with green glaze on its roof. 
There is one main tomb and four 
minor tombs. But in the Minguo 
Period (1911-1949), the tombs were 
robbed several times, and many 
structures were destroyed. 

Getting there: 

Drive along Badaling 
Expressway and drive out to the 
side road at Shahe Exit. Drive to 
the north to Yangfang Town and 
turn left at Gecun Village. Then, 
drive northwest. Road signs will 
gradually appear, pointing you to 
Baiyangcheng. 

You can also take a bus 
to Changping, then transfer to 
another bus for the last leg of 
the journey. 
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Christmas cheer on a budget 


ClarkMorgan 


ClarkMorgan Corporate Training 

Beijing Guangzhou Hong Kong Nanjing Shanghai Shenzhen Suzhou Tianjin 

. i 

www.clarkmorgan.com admin@clarkmorgan.com Free call: 800 820 5501 - ' 


TRAINING FIRM 
OF THE YEAR 


By Naomi Saunders 

In this time of financial instability, many 
organizations are facing the tough chal- 
lenge of motivating their staff. We are now 
entering the time of year, the Christmas 
and Spring Festival season, when compa- 
nies traditionally reward a year’s hard work 
with a raise, a bonus and company or 
department dinners. 

This year, with strict budget cutbacks 
in place, most employers will not be able 
to match previous years’ generosity. While 
some may believe that employees are lucky 
to have a job at all and should work harder 
simply to retain their position, experts in 
the field of motivation and productivity 
know that this is not the case. 

People work hard for several reasons, 
but fear of redundancy is certainly not 
the top. So, as a manager on a shoestring 
budget, how can you continue to spread 
the holiday spirit and encourage your 
team’s morale? 



Naomi Saunders is a ClarkMorgan 
Corporate Trainer 


Communication is the essential ele- 
ment of team motivation so you must be 
clear and honest with your team regarding 
changes. If you know that the end of year 
bonus has been cut and the maximum raise 
available is 2 percent, then communicate 
this to the employees as early as possible. 

If employees have the time and knowledge, 
then they can budget their own finances 
around the changes and therefore do not 
face the anxiety and worry caused by an 
uncertain future. Furthermore, reevaluate 
your team’s goals and make sure they know 
what they are and if any reward will be 
available for reaching them. Nothing drives 
a team like a clearly defined goal. 

Secondly, giving praise is a fundamen- 
tally important and inexpensive way to 
motivate staff. On a day-to-day basis remind 
people that they are doing a good job, rein- 
force their confidence and always remember 
to say thank you for working overtime or for 
a great result on a project. As a manager, 
you may also be feeling demotivated but 
luckily praise is cyclical. As you praise your 
team you will realize you are surrounded by 
talented individuals who look up to you for 
encouragement. Their smiles will give you 
the boost to get back on track too. 

For the holiday season, why not invest 
the time in personalised Christmas or 
Spring Festival cards for each employee. 
Instead of a standard printed card from 
the company, each manager should write to 
their team thanking them for their specific 
talents and accomplishments for the year. 



“People work hard for several 
reasons, but fear of redundancy 
is certainly not the top. So, as a 
manager on a shoestring budget, 
how can you continue to spread 
the holiday spirit and encourage 
your team’s morale?” 

Studies by Harvard Business School con- 
ducted as far back as the 1920s have shown 
that fatigue and monotony have a negative 
effect on productivity. A friendly atmo- 
sphere with management and a feeling of 
being valued by the company have a far 
more positive effect on work levels than 
other perks, including cash rewards. 

Therefore why not try something new 
to promote change and teamwork. If your 
budget will not allow for an expensive 
dinner or company trip you can still have 
fun right in the office. Why not allow 
employees to take an afternoon off to enjoy 
one another’s company in a ‘fun afternoon’. 


This is also a great opportunity to single 
out individuals and boost their self-esteem. 
Try putting together a party planning com- 
mittee to plan activities and competitions 
for the day. Encourage musical staff to per- 
form a song or act for their team. If you 
have a multinational team then this is 
a perfect opportunity for groups to intro- 
duce their culture to one another with 
stories, music and other traditions. Many 
people will be willing to prepare national 
or regional food specialties to share with 
the group, keeping the budget at a mini- 
mum and everybody well fed. Remember 
to include yourself in the celebrations; pro- 
vide snacks, drinks or best of all do a per- 
formance of your own. This will be valued 
higher than a restaurant meal by all. 

This is a time of year for family, for 
love and for hope. You may not be able to 
shower your team with expensive perks but 
you can encourage a festive and friendly 
atmosphere which will drive your team to 
greater success in 2009. 


Aviation 

Chinese passenger 
assistants serve on 
SriLankan Airlines 

SriLankan Airlines has made its 
Beijing service more convenient for 
Chinese passengers. The airline has 
added several Chinese passenger 
assistants to serve on board, all of 
whom have prior experience in the 
travel industry. 

In addition to flying from 
Beijing to Bangkok and Colombo, 
the passenger assistants will be on 
hand to help out those at Colom- 
bo’s Bandaranaike International 
Airport, including passengers in 
transit. 

Lufthansa launches 
Overseas Study Net- 
working Group for 
Chinese students 

Lufthansa has opened an Over- 
seas Study Networking Group at 
lufthansa.xiaonei.com to help Chi- 
nese students exchange informa- 
tion on European countries in 
terms of living arrangements, visa 
application, studying and travel- 
ling. The airline also introduced its 
new student fares from China to 
Europe. It starts at 3,300 yuan 
for a one-way trip and 4,500 yuan 
for a return. Taxes and surcharges 
are excluded. In addition, this 
offer includes many benefits for 
students, such as excess luggage 
allowance and provisional reser- 
vation without payment for up to 
two weeks. 


Dining 

BarArts: Liquids, Classic to Cool 

Marriott International recently announced the launch of 
a global mixology program called BarArts: Liquids, Classic to 
Cool. Developed by world renowned mixologist Dale DeGroff 
and an international panel of Marriott and Renaissance bar- 
tenders, the BarArts program sets the company apart by using 
fresh squeezed juices in all of its core cocktail recipes, signa- 
ture cocktails, premium products and unique or indigenous 
ingredients. The BarArts program is all about bringing the fun 
back, to make tending bar an artful skill again. 

Where: Provincia, Beijing Marriott Hotel City Wall, 7 Jian- 
guomen Nan Daiie, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 5811 8888 

A Hawaiian Christmas Party 

Enjoy a real carnival evening on Christmas Eve with the 
music, song and dance from sunny island of Hawaii. Feast on 
a sumptuous Christmas buffet of traditional Christmas and 
Hawaiian fare prepared by Executive Chef Frank Bohdan and 
stand a chance to win a grand lucky draw prize. 

Where: Crowne Plaza Park View Wuzhou Beijing, 8 Beisi- 
huan Zhong Lu, Chaoyang District 

Cost: 1,888-2,088 yuan net (Crowne Ballroom), 

1,088-1,288 yuan net (Cafe Asia or Palm Garden) 

Tel: 8498 2288 ext. 7204 



Ultimate Festive Experience 
at Agua & Shiro Matsu 


Agua and Shiro Matsu combine 
Japanese and Spanish flair to offer 
a seven-course festive menu paired 
with exclusive wines and vintage 
champagne. The dishes include 
some of the world’s premier pro- 
duce. The Agua menu offers spe- 
cialties such as Beluga Imperial 
Caviar, Iberico Ham and Wagyu 
beef, while Shiro Matsu’s offerings 
include foie gras, caviar and Alas- 
kan King Crab. Presented with each 
will be a specifically paired wine 
and dessert selected by Agua and 


Shiro Matsu’s expert team. 

Where: Agua Spanish Res- 
taurant & Shiro Matsu Japanese 
Restaurant, Legation Quarter, 
23 Qian men Dong Dajie, 
Dongcheng District 

When: Before the end of Janu- 
ary 2009 (must book nine days in 
advance) 

Cost: 8,888 yuan (includes 
foods, wines, champagne, a per- 
fectly selected gift and a door-to- 
door limousine service) 

Tel: 6559 6266 


HOTEL 

Sunworld Dynasty 
Hotel 

Rejoice in the excitement of 
the first Christmas at Sunworld 
Dynasty after renovation. The 
sumptuous gala feast, giant Christ- 
mas tree and special ornaments 
will bring more happiness to you. 

Where: Sunworld Dynasty 

Hotel Beijing, 20 Wangfujing Dajie, 
Dongcheng District 

Tel: 5816 8888 



Pangu 7 Star Hotel Beijing 
opens to guests 


Pangu 7 Star Hotel Beijing near the Beijing 
Olympic Park opens on December 6. Its 234 
guest rooms are tastefully designed with luxuri- 
ous comfort in mind. Entertain with style in one 


of its signature restaurants, Kaden Minokichi, 
French, or its 26 private rooms of Pangu Wenqi 
Chinese Restaurant. Enjoy stunning views of 
the Olympic Park in Happiness Lounge, infor- 
mal dining all day at Auspicious Garden res- 
taurant and drinks in the Karma Lounge. 

Pangu Grand Ballroom and three func- 
tion rooms with top-end facilities can accom- 
modate a full range of meetings and events. 
An impeccable VIP welcome at the aerogate, 
round-the-clock personalized butler service 
and the concierge will make your stay most 
comfortable. 

Where: Pangu 7 Star Hotel Beijing, 27 Beisi- 
huan Zhong Lu, Chaoyang District 

Tel: 5906 7000 (By Sun Feng) 
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The rocky road to 
learning Englis 


Chinglish story 

This column focuses on Ching- 
lish mistakes in our daily life. 

If you have any experiences to 
share, send them to Gan Tian at 
gantian@ynet.com. 





r 


Local professor: 

Shida Zhu 

1. Economical development 

As a student of English, you have to distinguish 
between economic and economical. “Economic” 
relates to the “management of income, expenditure” 
or “production, distribution and consumption.” On 
the other hand, “economical” means “not wasting 
money, fuel, time; thrifty.” In Chinese, “economical” 
is jieyue, while “economic” is jingjide. There is a 
world of difference as you can see. 

2. World-famous academies including the 
Academy of Arts are all included. 

The problem with this sentence is that it is repet- 
itive. In such a short sentence, the word “include” 
appears twice, which is not wise. You have two ways 
to avoid repetition: World-famous academies, the 
Academy of Arts among others, are included; or, 
World-famous academies including the Academy of 
Arts are all represented. With a little more thought to 
word choice, your sentence becomes a lot better. 


By Annie Wei 

There is no way to avoid embarrass- 
ing moments when a person is learning 
a new language. Although the person 
probably wished the ground would swal- 
low up him or her when these moments 
occurred, the mistakes can be very funny 
in hindsight. 

1 Cover me 

The first time I played paintball was 
with a bunch of US students. Because 
I was not sure what to do, I just fol- 
lowed a guy named Ben who seemed to 
be an expert. Not long after, Ben and 
I were the last two people left on our 
team, but there was still one guy from 
the other side. 

“It’s easy and we’re going to win,” 
Ben said, “just cover me when I go out.” 

“Really?” I asked. 

“Yes, and now cover me!” he said 
before running towards our opponent. 

At that time, I did not realize that he 
meant I should back him up. When he 
said “cover me,” I grabbed some clothes 
hanging on a bench beside us and threw 
them on his head. 

Ben ended up getting shot with 
a paintball and everyone at the 
site laughed. 

Ben got mad at me because our team 
would have won if only I understood 
what “cover me” meant. 

2 T-bone 

Although my boyfriend Lu Wei hangs 
out with ABCs (American-born Chinese) 
or BBCs (British-born Chinese), he rarely 
speaks English with them. His reason 
is simple: most of his foreign friends 
speak Chinese fluently, not to mention 


that they laugh at his Guangxi dialect- 
sounding Mandarin. 

Matt, a new guy in town from New 
York City, speaks no Chinese, but likes 
hanging out with Lu because Matt likes 
to make friends with locals. Lu cares a lot 
about his “dude friends,” so he has man- 
aged to communicate with Matt in his 
limited English with the aid of impro- 
vised sign language. 

Last Thursday evening, Matt dropped 
by Lu’s place to say hello. 

“You take a seat and I need to get 
some stuff from April Gourmet.” 

“What are you going to get?” 
Matt asked. 

“T-back,” Lu said. 

“What?” 

“T-back,” Lu repeated. 

“Does April Gourmet sell T-back? 
And by the way, did Annie make you do 
that?” Matt asked wide-eyed. 

“Yes, Annie never cook,” Lu said. 

The next day, Amada, a girlfriend of 
one of the boys, sent me an SMS. 

“I heard you don’t cook and you made 
the guy buy you a thong last night,” she 
said, teasing me. 

Lu does cook better than I do, but 
I prefer buying underwear myself. But 
why would he go to a grocery store for 
lingerie? It did not make sense to me. 

When I discussed this with Lu and 
finally understood what he was trying 
to tell Matt, I laughed so hard I had 
tears in my eyes. 

When Lu said “T-back,” he did not 
mean sexy women’s underwear; he 
meant “T-bone” - a steak containing a 
T-shaped bone. 


Chinglish on the way 

This column aims to identify 
Chinglish in public areas. If you 
see any Chinglish signs, please 
take a picture and send it 
to gantian@ynet.com together 
with your name and address. 





Welcome t n Presence 


Welcome to Presence 


CFP Photo 


Blacklist 

Beijing Today has 
come up with Blacklist, 
a column of words 
or phrases commonly 
misused by Chinese 
speakers. If you’re plan- 
ning to be an English 
teacher, reporter or 
employee of a multi- 
national company, then 
this page is your new 
best friend. Watch out 
for it each week. 


By Tiffany Tan 

“Huanying Guanglin” is one of 
those uniquely Chinese expressions; 
there is no English equivalent for 
them. Westerners would simply say, 
“Welcome” to greet visitors or 
guests. The Chinese version, which 
is more polite, literally means, 
“I/We welcome your presence” or 
“Your presence is welcome.” New- 
comers to China will be conscious 
of hearing this phrase everywhere 


they go - in restaurants, supermar- 
kets, department stores. 

The usage of guanglin on the sign’s 
English translation treats it almost like 
a person: Picture a big hall with an 
emcee on stage, calling out the name 
of VIPs as they enter. “Welcome to Mr. 
and Mrs. Li,” “Welcome, Dr. Zhang,” 
the booming voice says. “Our welcome 
to the Chen Family,” “Welcome to Mr. 
and Mrs. Pan.” Then, you hear this 
voice saying, “Welcome to Presence.” 




Native speaker: Penny Turner 


l. Economical development 

“Economic development” is the 
phrase the writer is after, which, 
simply put, means development in the 
area of economics or the economy. 
Every day, we encounter “economic” 
in news reports, in phrases like “eco- 
nomic crisis,” “economic data” and 
“economic plans.” The word “econom- 
ical,” on the other hand, can be used 
in a sentence this way: Because of 
the financial crisis, it is important 
to become an economical shopper 
(meaning, a thrifty shopper). 


2. World-famous academies 
including the Academy of Arts are 
all included. 

I agree with Professor Zhu that this 
sentence’s main problem is the double 
use of the word “include,” which makes 
the line look and sound awkward. Aside 
from the two substitute sentences that 
the professor suggested, the line can 
also be written in this way: “World- 
famous academies, like the Academy of 
Arts, are included” or “World-famous 
academies are included, like the Acad- 
emy of Arts.” 




u 
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Movie of the week 

Nancy Meyers, the writer and director, reveals 
her sensitive feelings and humor throughout the 
movie. Her comic elements distinguish the film 
from Hollywood routine. The movie introduces a 
new way to travel — house swapping, an idea 
sure to inspire many viewers when planning their 
next holiday outing. 


(2006) 






Synopsis 

Christmas can be torture for lonely people like 
American girl Amanda and British girl Iris, both 
reeling from the unfaithfulness of their ex-boy- 
friends. To escape the sadness they swap houses 
for the holiday. To their surprise, they get not 
only a change in scenery but a new chance to 
find Mr. Right on their journey of healing. 

mum 


Scene 1 

(Iris turns to a colleaguefor help 
with her ex-boyfriend.) 

Colleague(C): You know, Iris, 
when you catch your guy with 
another woman ... you’re not sup- 
posed to stay friends with him. 
You’re supposed to never talk to 
the prick(i) again. You’re supposed 
to throw things at him, scream, call 
him names(2). Not do his bloom- 
ing laundry. 

Iris(I): I don’t do his laundry. 
Did someone tell you I do his laun- 
dry? No, no, all we do now is ... we 
email. Not when he’s with her, of 
course. Also when he’s not with her, 
we talk on the phone. Sometimes 
for hours. And then there’s the occa- 
sional long lunch. 

C: You know, I never realized 
how pathetic you are. 

I: Really? 

C: Oh, God. I’m so aware of it. 
They always know just how to get us, 
don’t they? He knows whenever he 
wants back in your life. 

I: Actually, he has made some 
small comments like that recently. 
He hasn’t exactly come right out(3) 
and said it. 

Iris’s boss: Iris, did you file 
your story? 

I: Oh, no, not yet. Down to the 
wire(4). Sorry. Better go. 

Scene 2 

(Amanda catches her boyfriend 


Ethan cheating and decides to split 
up with him.) 

Amanda(A): You know, I 
would never cheat on you, not under 
any condition. 

Ethan(E): Neither would 1 , 
okay? Look at me. I’m down here 
sweating like a pigfe). And look at 
you. The only woman on Earth 
who breaks up with her boyfriend 
and doesn’t even shed a tear(6)? 

A: I mean, that’s gotta mean 
something, right? Why does it bug 
you so much that I can’t cry? Esoph- 
ageal spasm. Oh, God, it’s a big one. 
No, it’s okay. I’ll be all right. 

E: I know, I know. I’m thinking 
about me. 

A: Ethan, look, it’s over. You 
know, we might as well(7) be honest 
with each other. Just tell me. Did 
you sleep with her? Just say it. 
What’s the difference at this point, 
right? I mean, why torture me? 
Just put me out of my misery. 
What are we doing here? 

E: Okay. Yes, okay? I slept with 
her. Are you happy? 

Scene 3 

(Iris’s brother Graham goes to 
her house from a pub and meets 
Amanda.) 

Graham(G): Iris, open the 
door, or I swear I’m gonna take a 
leak(8) all over your ... You’re not 
Iris. Or if you are, I’m much drunker 
than I realized. I’m sorry for my pro- 
fanity^). I wasn’t expecting you. 


Amanda(A): Well, I wasn’t 
expecting you either. 

G: Nevertheless, may I just ...? 

A: Yeah. Of course. Sure. You 
had to ...Yeah. 

G: I’m Graham. Iris’ brother. 

A: Brother. I’m Amanda Woods. 
I’m staying here. 

G: Amandawoods? Is that all 
one word? 

A: No. No, it’s not. (Whisper) 
Brother? Oh, my God. 

G: So Iris is ... Where is ...? 
Where is she? 

A: She didn’t tell you? 

G: She could have done but as 
previously stated, I’m ... I’ve just ... 
I’ve been ... 

A: She’s in Los Angeles. 

G: That’s not possible. Iris 
never goes anywhere. Well, we 
have that in common. 

A: No, she listed this cottage 
on a home-exchange Website and 
I found it. We switched houses for 
two weeks. For the holiday. She’s in 
L.A. at my house and I’m here. 

G: People actually do that? 

A: Apparently. Yeah. I mean, it 
seems. Here I am in my pajamas. 

G: She did ring me last night. 
I didn’t get a chance to get back to 
her. I feel awful now. Would you 
mind if I sat? I feel like I might 
bump into(io) you. 

A: Sure. Yeah. Sit. You okay? 

G: Yeah, I’m good. Look, I’m 
sorry about the intrusion. 
Although I may not appear it, I 


am in fact Iris’s semi-respectable 
big brother. But on the rare or 
lately not-so-rare occasion that I 
frequent(n) the local pub and get 
inordinately pissed, my little sister 
puts me up(i2) so I don’t get behind 
the wheel(i3). 

Scene 4 

(Iris chats with playwright 
Arthur and they talk about the dis- 
carded invitation.) 

Arthur (A): I counted. Nine 
movies are opening today. I 
remember when nine movies 
would open in a month. Now a 
picture has to make a killing the 
first weekend or they’re dead. This 
is supposed to be conducive(i4) to 
great work? 

Iris(I): Arthur, have you 
always been this feisty(i5)? 

A: Well, I may have slowed down 
a little, but yes. You’ve gotta fight the 
fight, kid. 

I: Okay, your mail. Gas com- 
pany, phone bill. And a letter from 
the Writers Guild of America, West. 

A: Are you watching the movies 
I recommended? 

I: Yes! Love them. Irene 
Dunne is fantastic. 

A: Gumption. 

I: Oh, my God, tons of it. Arthur, 
don’t you want to open that letter 
you just threw in the bin? 

A: No. They keep writing me 
about the same thing. 

I: But it might be important. 


Vocabulary 

1. Prick: someone who is 
completely worthless. 

2. Call someone 
names: to use impolite 
or unpleasant words to 
describe someone. 

3. Right out: outspoken. 

4. Down to the wire: to 
the very last moment or 
the very end. 

5. Sweat like a pig: to 
sweat a lot. 

6. (Do not) shed a 
tear: do not cry at all. 

7. Might as well: there 
is no reason not to do 
something. 

8. Take a leak: to 
pass liquid waste out of 
the body. 

9. Profanity: vulgar or 
irreverent speech or action. 

10. Bump into: to meet 
by chance. 

11. Frequent: to visit often. 

12. Put someone up: to 
provide lodgings for. 

13. Behind the wheel: 
driving a vehicle. 

14. Conducive: likely 
to lead to or produce 
(a result). 

15. Feisty: irritable and 
looking for trouble. 

or unimportant person. 

20. Fall for: to be 
deceived by. 

(By Zheng Lu) 










